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IL—Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Poiltce | 
1. In reporting how processions in Mymensingh and Rangpur : 


images of Durga to throw them into the river were * 31s, 1907. 


Bande Mataram benned iD not this year permitted by the District Superintend- 
Mymensingh and Bangpar. ents of Police of io places to while Bonde 
Mataram, the Sanjivani [Caloutta] of the 31st October writes :— 

‘We ask why we shall not be itted to utter Bande Mataram. ‘We def 
you to stop the utterance of the Mother’s name. No one is bound to obey suc 
an order as this.” 


9 Tke Mihir-o-Sudhakar lag we, of the lst November notices g Mmm-o-Svpnazas, 


eee ..  gomplaint from Kotchandpur in Jessore to the effect 

An allegation against the police. that one Rafik-ud-din Miyan of that place who, 

by selling books written by his late father, M. Meher-ul-la, is now bei 

oppressed by the local Hindu police with a view to making him stop selling 
e books in question. 


8. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar ocersgger of the Ist November warns the Mmu»-0-Sopzasar, 


aoe ._ Musalmans of Kishorganj (in Mymensingh) that 
Expected trouble in Kishenganj. +4 Hindus have ‘a up ‘al the ook of 
tahabandh, lungis, caps and knives in the shop of one Musa Khan, of Miaganj 
town. The Hindus may, therefore, now be expected to disguise themselves 
as Musalmans and bring about trouble, | 
4. Referring to the recent riot at Cocanada in Madras, the Bharat 
iciait stat _ Mitra [Calcutta] of the 2nd November complains 
an een See that the local Police did nothing to prevent the 
occurrence, notwithstanding the fact of the rioters having assembled near the 
olice-station and started from there on their attack on the club in question. 
he paper adds that the matter is at present under the enquiry of the local 
Deputy Inspector-General of Police. 
5. The Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore] of the 2nd November thanks the 
 _ City Magistrate of Patna for his having taken 
Ein : enforcement of the Dis vigorous steps to enforce the Disorderly Houses 
Act in that City by ordering the proprietors of 
the houses occupied by the prostitutes in the jurisdiction of the Pearbahore 
thana to evict them by the 11th instant. The paper considers the act as 
being highly beneficial to the local youths, because of its tending a great way 
to their physical and intellectual development. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


6. Referring to the pepe of whipping inflicted upon two boys 
Sentence of wartes passed DY Mr, Kingsford, residency Magistrate, Calcutta, 
upon two boys by Mr. Kingsford. for taking part in the recent Calcutta riots, the 
Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 31st October says that there is nothing to be sur- 
prised at in this, considering how justice is administered by the English in this 
country. The Police were believed and the boys were given 15 stripes each, 
and thus justice wasdone! That after such incidents some people can place 
implicit faith in British Justice is indeed inexplicable. | 
7 The Sanjwani [Calcutta] of the 31st October remarks that the peculiar 
feature of the Lazarus case now proceeding at 
Dinajpur is that only Mussalman witnesses are 


The Lazarus case at Dinajpur. 


identifying the accused. 

8. In reporting how Government has proposed to recruit the traffic 
. “The liberal: opinions of establishment in the Government Railways from 
overnment. England, the Sanjtvant [Calcutta } of the dlst 
October writes :— 


“It will not be a bad thing if aukidars for service are 
also recruited in England.” BA canstehion ant 
9. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 31st October writes thus with refer- 
od accused in the DaccaJan- ence to the case of Jatirmoy, the accused in the 
a Sree One. Dacca Janmashtami procession case:— 
The offence of which J atirmoy was accused was a very light one, and yet 


be en sentenced to eight months’ imprisonment. 


SsmstVanl, 


Nov, 1st, 1907. 


Nov, Ist, 1907. 


Baarna? Mena, 
Nov. 2nd, 1907. 


Brak BaNDBD, 
Nov. 2nd, 1907. 


Wi vasakTI, - 
Oct, 81st, 1907. 


SaNJIVANY, 
Oct, 31st, 1907. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Oot. Slat, 1907. 


Sans: VaNz 
Oct, Slst, 1907. 
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~ a ag Me FEAT POA 


SaNJIvaNi, 
Oct. 3let, 1907. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Oct. 31st, 1907. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Oct. 31st, 1907. 


% 


Sri Sri VIsHnu 
Priyva-O-ANANDA 
BAZAR PATRIKA, 


Oct. 3lst, 1907. 


Daity HrravaDi, 
Nov. lst, 1907. 


Daity HitavaD!, 
Nov. Ist, 1907. 


NaVASAKTI, 
Nov, lst, 1907, 


BANGAVAS!I, 
Nov.2nd, 1907. 
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10. In noticing how lately a lad was sentenced toa whipping of 20'str? 


wie . by the Magistrate of Noakhali fur having snat 
Whipping of a lsd in Noakhali. swe a silk chaddur from the person of pause, 
the Sanjivant [ Calcutta] of the 31st October writes :— ’ 


“The lad fainted from fear. Water was sprinkled on him and he came 
round and then on his uncovered buttocks whipping was administered, Are 


those who behave thus men? Youths are everywhere being severely 
punished—well, so let them be.” 3 


11. In regard to the order under section 144 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code recently issued by Mr. Swinhoe in Calcut 


Calcutta roclaimed under vi} > {| Caleutta f the 3 O ita, 
section 144 of the Criminal Proce- the San oe L ee J o ® dist October writes 


ious Cuda. that Mr. Swinhoe has acted wrongly in havin 

ites described the Assemblies in College Square, etc., m 
riotous merely on the strength of police reports. ‘The paper further remarks 
that a serious agitation would have been set up to get this order rescinded 


had not people been restrained by the thought of the impending legislation 
regarding seditious meetings. 


12. Referring to the action of Mr. Clarke, District Magistrate of Mymen- 


ime oe singh, in binding down Hem Chandra De, Rebati 
casenacinananttae Mohan Kanjilal and Nagendra Singha to. keep the 
peace, the Sanjivani [Calcutta | of the 31st October remarks:— _ | 


‘¢ The administration of justice in Bengal has begun to be made a farce 


of. Nobody is having any faith left in the officers who administer justice. 
Does Government regard this as a good sign ? 


13. The Srt Srt Vishnu Priya-O-Ananda Bazar Patrika { Calcutta] of the 
Unjust sentences passed on Slst October thinks that Mr. Kingsford should not 
rioters by Mr. Kingsford. have convicted the little beys Panna Lal Seth and 
Panchanan Das, who were charged with rioting during the recent disturbances, 
and sentenced them to receive 15 stripes each. Besides, for one and the same 
offence Mr. Kingsford has ordered one Haricharan Babu to execute a bond for 


Rs. 50 for being of good behaviour for a year, while sentencing another man, 
Kalicharan Saha, to a whipping of 15 stripes. 


14; The Daily Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 1st November alleges that 
Sentence of whipping passed on although the pleader for the little boy, who was 
a little boy of Mymensingh. sentenced to whipping hy the District Magistrate 
of Mymensingh, applied to the Magistrate for having the execution of the sen- 
tence postponed so as to enable him to move the District Judge, the Magistrate 
dismissed the application and had the sentence carried out immediately. 


15. Referring to the sentence of whipping passed on a seven-year-old 

boy by the District Mayistrate of Mymensingh, 

Unjust sentences of whipping the Daily Iitavadi [Calcutta] of the lst November 
passed on Swadesh boys. — 


says that the more the people protest, the stronger 
is the determination of the Judges to defy them. Whenever a boy is charged 


with being connected with any Swadeshi affair, the trying Judges show their 


own brutal nature by sentencing them to whipping, even though there may be 
no clear evidence of their guilt. : 


16. The Navasakti [Calcuttu] of the 1st November asks if the mighty 

British ray cannot now get Upadhyay arrested 
under a body-warrant. Mr. Kingsford’s prestige 
7 is likely to be seriously hurt if he allows the case 
against Upadhyay to be withdrawn 80 easily. It isto be hoped that he will 


soon change his mind and send per l’urna Lahiri a warrant to bring Upadhyay 
back under restraint. And if Purna Lahiri refuses to take so much trouble, 
he himself might undertake the work. 


17. Regarding the increase of pay lately sanctioned for the Presidency 
Post Masters at Calcuita and Bombay, the Bange- 
shan sine reg of the Pree ygs¢ [ Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes :— 


It is the needy people of India who will | 
provide this increase. And yet all the year round they suffer from a chronic 


woot of food, This strange kind of official arrangement is possible only in 
ndia. : 


The charges against the late 
Upadhyay and Mr. Kingsford. 
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18. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 2nd November says that Mr. K. G. 
Gupta will be simply an ornamental ead 
Mr. K. G. Gupte. in the India Council and a puppet in the ds of 
i Mackin ] of the 2nd Novembe 
. The Bthar Bandhu ipore} © e 2nd November has the 
elbwing sarcastic note on Mr. Kingsford, Chief pagcteggy 
The promotion of Mr. Kingsford. P resi d ency a te i Cal cutta, in reference to the ov. ’ . 
‘al increase of pay that has been gran im recently :— 
san” fact, they m4 foolish who think that the British Government does 
not reward merit. A man of merit 1s surely rewarded by Government. 
He is rewarded in a full conclave and with & loud proclamation, There 
should be merit ina man. Government is not the least wanting in the sense 
of recognizing it. The merit of Mr. Kingsford is widely known in the 
country. One cannot be sure of the fact whether any Magistrate of an 
equal merit ever adorned the Bench of the Police Court at Lal Bazar. So, 
‘+ was a@ matter of surprise why he was not being rewarded for the same, 
until His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor was pleased to increase his pay by 
Rs. 500 with effect from the current month. Our readers will be glad to 
hear this. But the public journals in Calcutta are, however, sorry why the 
increment was given effest to from November current, when the Magistrate’s 
merits have been in evidence since January last. This will, of course, cause 
him a loss of Rs. 4,500. The increment should, therefore, be given a 
retrospective effect. 
20. Referring to the same, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 2nd  Bmuss Bannan, 
oe November asks if the recent increment of Nov. 2nd, 1907. 
The promotion of Mr. Kingsior®. Mir, Kingsford’s salary is due to his having had 
Sushil Kumar whipped and to his having sent the editor and the printer 
of the Yugantar and some of the school-students to Jail, as also to his having 
submitted an explanation to the High Court defending the Police regarding 
their conduct towards native youths. 
21. The Daily Hitavad: [Calcutta | of the 2nd November reports a case in 
Trial of a Mymensingh stadent Which Raj Kumar Sanyal, a student of Mymen- 
for insulting a Police Subadar. singh, stands charged with an offence under section 
504 of the Indian Penal Code for having insulted Police Subadar Sobhan Khan 
by saying that the Subadar was wearing the uniform of a slave, and thus 
having threatened the public peace! In this case the King-Emperor himself is 
the complainant, and, in keeping with the present times, the Advocate-General 
ought to conduct the prosecution and thus keep up the prestige of the Police 
and put a stop to anarchy and lawlessness. 
22. Referring to the sentence of whipping passed by Mr. Kingsford on Sovak Buanar, 
Sentence of ge fa passed on Harimohan Bose and Tinkori Dey, two boys who ev. and, 1907. 
two boys by Mr. Kingsford. were charged with rioting during the recent distur- 
bances in Calcutta, the Sonar Bharat [Howrah] of the 2nd November says that 
Englishmen are gradually going back to their primitive barbarism. All the 
Western nations were shocked at the manners and customs jof Englishmen as 
described in Reynolds’ “‘Soldier’s Wife.” But no one is even surprised at the 
incidents that are taking place in India. 
23. The Sonar Bharat [Howrah] of the 2nd November reports a case in Sar Branar, 
Trial of a Sub-Inspector for Which the Sub-Inspector of Waterloo Street Thana *°" 2% 1007 
resing the modesty of a and two other persons were accused of having tres- 
an ay. passed into the house of one Lal Bibi, a Muhammadan 
purda-nashin lady, and assaulted her and her minor son. Mr. Kingsford, who 
tried the case, dismissed it for want of evidence, as the only witness was the 
boy himself; but’ this the Magistrate ought not to have done, as, considering 
cr situation, it was not possible for her to obtain any other evidence. Muham- 
madans will surely take this incident much to heart. 
24. Referring to the sentences of whipping passed by Mr. Kingsford ol ae ee 
Unjust sentences of whipping 2 the boys who were charged with having ee re 
ete, OY Mr. Kingsford on boy thrown brickbats at the police during the Calcutta 
“ae _viots, the Daily Hiétavadi (Calcutta) writes that 
aeons 18 Now considered to be a savage punishment. But Mr. Kingsford 
rded such barbaric punishment to the boys although no policeman was 
urt; whereas it is the policemen themselves who deserved to be flogged for 


Dairy HitavaDl, 
Nov. 2nd, 1907, 
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having looted and assaulted hundreds of peaceful men. Mr. Kingsford :. 
pig of having little boys whipped, and that is why Sir Aidrew ad 
has increased his pay. 
25. The Daily Hitavadi ogra the 3rd November reports a case in 
Dismissal by Mr. Kingsford of which one | Bibi, & Muhammadan woman, i8 
a case of assault, etc.,ona Muham- alleged to have been detained in the Waterloo 
madan woman. Street Thana from the 20th to the 27th September 
She lodged a complaint before Mr. Kingsford, saying that during her detention 
in the lock-up the Police insulted her in various ways, and also assaulted her and 
her seven-year-old son; and also that the Sub-Inspector of the Thana made 
indecent overtures to her and beat her. Mr, Kingsford dismissed the cage 
because, first, the woman’s husband was proved to bean old offender : 
secondly, there were no marks on her body to prove the assualt; and, thirdly, 


her only witness was her little son. The judgment would have been of a 


different kind, if a European lady were the complainant in a similar case, Is it 
to be taken that a woman cannot expect justice if her husband happens to be 
a thief? Is not an assault which leaves no marks punishable by law? Then 
again, it is no fault of the woman that her son is so young, and that the 
Sub-Inspector did not make those improper overtures to her without asking a 
number of men to act as witnesses. It cannot also be expected that if the 
Sub-Inspector really beat her, the marks would remain intact for a month. 
And this is the Judge who is fed fat with the money of the people, who never 
have a full meal. 
26. Referring to the sentence of imprisonment passed on Liakut Hosain, 
Leetivienias of Eaten Mente the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 5th November says 
: that Liakut’s processions were made out to be 
connected with the maiming of a red-faced fellow (7.¢., Sergeant Walters) 
during the riots in Beadon Square, We have nothing to say to the Feringhi 
who, we know, will ever try to keep down brave men like Liakut. It is this 
old man who for the last three years had been keeping the Swadesht awake by 
means of regular meetings, and now he is going to rot in jail. Bengalis should 


now give up all connection with the Feringhis. The lion is now encaged. Let 
us see what you (Bengalis) do. 


(d)—Education. 


27. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 2nd November is glad that Rai 


Rajendra Chandra Sastri Bahadur has been 
go — tothe appointed Bengali Translator to the Government 


of Bengal in the place of Babu Narayan Chandra 
Bhattacharyya, retired, whose evidence in the Sandhya case shows that it is 


high time for him to devote himself solely to matters spiritual, The Principal- 


ship of the Sanskrit College is, however, the fit place forthe learned Rai 
Bahadur. 


(e)—Lcal Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


28. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd Novem- 
Complaints against the South ber complains of the inconvenience that people, who 


Barrackpore Municipality. had occasion to cremate dead bodies at the Khar- 


daha Burning Gh&t, were put to about two months ago. The officers of the 
South Barrackpore Municipality, whose duty it was to sell fuel and other funeral 
requisites, were not always present and did not use to supply the full quantity 
of fuel for the value paid to them; and the notice-board and the weighing: 
scales had been removed, Consequently people had to buy extra fuel. 

The Vice-Chairman of the Municipality has issued an order that dead 
bodies even of little infants only a day old are to be burned and not buried as 
before ; and this order is against the injunction of the Hindu sastras. Then 
ose, the Municipal bye-laws require that “ any corpse” brought to the burn- 
ing ghat should be burned within 24 hours after its arrival there. So it is to 


be taken that corpses of Muhammadans are to be burned also ! 
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Referring to the enhanced rates of taxes in the Howrah Municipal- Howsas Brees, 
=o eo ity: the Howrah Hitaishi {Howrah} of the ond ove Sener 
O / 7 


Enhancement of taxes in the vember writes :— 
Howrah Municipality. In spite of the combined protests of the 
European and the Indian residents of Howrah, the Government of Bengal 
have sanctioned the increased assessments a8 proposed by Mr. Forest. No 
wonder, then, that the people should have no love for the Government and 
their officers but should rather hate them. No wonder, also, that the power of 
the Government should gradually become weaker than that of the people. Of 


course, it is idle to expect that if the Government can, by only writing a 


Resolution, realise a large amount of money wherewith to maintain a host of 
worthless men, they will not do so, So long as the pe res of Howrah cannot 
actively protest against this illegal enhancement of taxation, there is no hope 
for a redress. 


(9)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


30, The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 38rd November notices the 
conduct of the booking-clerks at Howrah in 
charging an old Brahmin lady twice for travelling 
from Howrah to Chandanagor the other day, and remarks: ‘Can there be a 
greater oppression than this ? ” 


Railway oppression. 


(h)— General, 


31. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 30th October writes :— 


The eringht (Sergeant) Walters loses his 

gone Government Resolution on haw and many would make Moulvi Leakat Hosain 
#Son of the king Drupada, who Yresponsible therefor. The Dhanguars, mehtars 
wheltered | by Arjuna fought (like so many Sikhandis* standing before Arjuna, 
Kiem oh he keeping the police behind them) did the looting and 
the fault is laid at the door of the Bengali Babus, 
speakers and writers. At the rioting at Beadon Square and at Sovabazar, very 
many of the police have earned something, and the Lieutenunt-Governor 
weepingly represents to the Viceroy—Give me more powers. Does not one, 
alter this, feel inclined to remark ; ‘The dhenk¢ (the paddy-husking machine) 
works in one villege and there is héadache in a different village ’. | 
To hear what lick-spittle, sycophantic Feringhi papers like the English- 

man and the Statesman are saying, one would think that these persons are 
huddled up in terror, that they think all day and right that under the stress of 
the speeches of Swadesht speakers, the eringht Government would vanish, 
like the mist in the early morning in the month of Kartik (October-November). 
You keep the eople of the country disarmed, and (yet) get frightened by the 
puff of the Bengali’s speeches, get frightened so much that you shiver and 
quake, and are confounded, Cannct you for shame put the rope round your 


necks? Or perhaps we shall supply you with a leaky jar from Nimtola Ghat 
(with which to drown yourself),” Ppply y yj 


Continuing, the paper points out in detail how the recent Government — 


ether ty on the Calcutta riots is full of contradictory statements, and then 
marks :— 

_ . Bravo to your logic! Lieutenant-Governor Fraser must surely have been 
seized with a softening of the brain due to age. Can a man so old as he keep 
his head straight in a sensational affair like this? What we have to suggest is 
that Sir Andrew Fraser should be put into that 
pinjrapolet in England—the India Council. That 
Se a the evil genius has taken his seat on the Fertnght’s 
shoulders is indubitable—otherwise a report like this could not be published. 

- 7 know that our mouths are shut—that even the wearing of clothes by 
wid be stopped. Considering how frequent famines are, how high prices are 
sh re —the little which remained is also vanishing. We have no rights, we 
= have none, and on that account we have nothing to be sorry for. We are 
: ty only for the Feringhi. Feringhi, you do what you will, only you wish 

make fools of the people of India. We mer not have rice (enough) to eat, 


t we do not live on gTass 60 We aren f 1 
we ; ot be y of our il-luck 


+ The name of 
Meshied ¢ erry an asylum for 


HITvaRTA, 
Nov, 3rd, 1907, 
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82. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of ~~ Slat Ostones writes :— ; 3 

“a ; _. Mr. Weston, decking himeelf out, takes }; 

The Weston Commission. seat in state every dé bab peele 1B his 
tohim. He has become quite impatient at the fact that, representatioe p 

the feringht Sarker_ and big hakim as he is, the people of Calcutta should not 
approach him to make their grievances known. What can be a matter fo, 
greater sorrow? There is a story of a Brahman who, intending to buy a Pad 
mistakenly bought a bull and furthermore had to pay two rupees to the aik 

of the Adt where he bought it for having an unruly animal in his custod 
Similar has been the fate of the feringhi authorities, de 
But amongst us there is no dearth of men attached to the feringhi. Bhupen 
Babu has ested that if a black man is associated with Mr. Weston, people 
will probably come forward. But no matter whether you associate a black 
man or tag on an ash-coloured one, no one will again approach your doors 
for alms. We are satisfied with the decision of our own commission. Tho 
way in which other cases are being conducted, in which arrests are made aftor 
the occurrence of a crime,-has throughly exposed the nature of the Seringhi’s 

capabilities. | | 
The opinions which have been expressed in the recent Resolution 
on this subject will not change, even if the sun rises in the west. Who will 
eo wr ee the Police before men by whom the police are held in the 
SANJIVANI, est honor | 

Oct, Sist, 1907. _ $8. Regarding the increase of salary recently granted to Mr. Kingsford, 
oem tiiatinds bananas the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 31st October writes 
ee rere that never before did anybody in Calcutta see a 


Magistrate so unpopular as Mr. Kingsford, and yet it is he whom Government 


has thought fit for reward. | 
Snr S81 ViseNnv 34, A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-O-Ananda Bazar Patrika 


“Basan Pavemca, _ [Calcutta] of the 31st October invites the attention 

Oct. 31st 1907, + athe -g- Mg gg Peon of the Postal authorities to the following grievances 
of the peons working under the Mufassal Post 
Offices :— 

(1) 1t is very hard on the Postal peons getting a salary of only Rs, 9 
a month to have to pay for the cost of the uniforms which they 
have been ordered to wear. They ought rather to have a special 
allowance of a rupee a month, co long as the present scarcity 
continues. 

(2) It will be very inconvenient for the peons to walk through mud 
and water, as they have to do during the rainy season, with their 
trousers and putice leggings on. 

(3) While menials in Railway service getting Rs. 15 a month, and peons 
attached to the Presidency Post Office whose salaries are higher 
than those of the mufassil peons, have not to pay for their 
uniforms, why should the mufassal peons be made to pay for 
the same ? 

(4) Though all the peons attached to the different Subordinate offices 
and Branch offices under the head Post Office at Asansol have 
to work equally hard, the peons working under the Post Offices 
at Sitarampur, Asansol, Kulti, Dishargah and Barakar get Re. 10 
a month, while those working in the other offices get Rs. 9 only. 

(5) Post Masters used to earn about a ag every mooth as commission 
on the sale of postage stamps. This commission has now been 

stopped, but no increase in their pay has been sanctioned. 

(6) Postal peons have to. guard the Post Offices at night by turns, and 
it frequently happens that during their absence from their 
distant homes their properties are stolen. | 

(7) The peons have to pay for their own medical treatment, which falls 
very hard on them on account of their small incomes. 


Sri §Ri VisaNu 35. Referring to the deputation of Mr. Weston to collect evidence of 


Baran Patalnas grieved persons during the Calcutta riots, the Sr 


Och. tin 199, Mis: Westone emquny. Sri Vishnu Priya-O-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta } 
of the 3lst October says that it is popularly believed that Mr. Weston 


/ 


a } Te 


| i / “Fe 
nd by the Police, and that no Indian gentlemen being allowed — ' 
* Se iB his enquiries, it is useless to go and give evidence before 
him. The Government seem to be anxious to anyhow go through ‘this’ 
burdensome task, and to-keep up the appearance of being just. But things 
like this only make the people lose their confidence in and respect for the 
Government more and more every day. | 
36, The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the lst November says that in the D4™r Hrzavany, ' 
7 report submitted to the Government of India about %°: ' 1%: 
Defence of a — a o the Calcutta riots, the Lieutenant-Governor has 
ecg oe * tried to defend the Police. Consequently no body 
was eager to give evidence before the second 
Commission-of enquiry. Every one knows that the Government are now blind 
to the faults of the Police, who are now the real rulers of the country, and who, 
being now vested with unlimited powers, can keep us or kill us—just as they 
80. 
- 37. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 1st November is surprised to p,ny aravani, 
on learn from the ‘ Bengal District Gazetteers” that — Nov. ist, 1907. 
Large amount of excise revenue nearly half the revenue of a small and backward 
— ere district like Palamau (in Chota Nagpur) is obtained 
from excise. Does our Lieutenant-Governor, who is a devout Christian, 
consider it agin | of a Christian Government to have half the revenue of 
the smallest and poorest district in the country raised from the sale of 
liquor ? | 
: 88. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the’ 1st November says that Dany Hitavaor, 
Mr. Collin’s enquiry has made the people doubtful Nov. 1st, 1907. 


of the utility of giving evidence before Mr. Weston. 
Besides, the Government’s Resolution has enabled the people to discover the 


real motives of the officials of the Government, and hence only six persons 

have consented to give evidence before Mr. Weston. 3 
39. The Mithir.o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the lst November writes that Mum-o-Svpmanae, 

The Reform proposals and Lord Minto has won the approbation. of the ov. 1st 1907. 

Musalmans. Musalmans, as well as of the 5p eerag Conser- 


“a and Labourities, in England, by the Reform proposals he has 
outlined. 


40. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the Ist November cannot help ——— 
Certain newspapers banned by eXpressing its gratitude to Government for the fore- 


Mr. Weston’s enquiry. 


Soreness. sight they have happily displayed in prohibiting 
the rea into India of the publications known as Justice, the Gaelic 
American and the Indian Sociologist. : 


41. In reporting how a Mr. Swettarham, an Examiner of Public Works _Navasaen, 
Bengalis and Government Accounts, has recently moved Government that %°v- ' 1. 
_— 40 per cent. of his office staff should henceforth 


" marepians and Feringhees, the Navasakis [Calcutta] of the Ist November 
marks :— : 


Why only 40 per cent.? Let the entire staff consist henceforth of whites. 


The Bengalis will then kick at service and look out for independent sources of 
livelihood. 
42. The fact that Mr. Weston’s enquiry has failed so far to attact any large = N4vsaen, 
Me, Wasten’s cnanier. number of witnesses affords to the Navasakig Nov '*, 1%. 


. Calcutta] of the 1st November a clear indication 
1 the public have absolutely no faith in the official inquiry. Will the English 
ell why things have come to this pass ? | 


#3. Re the Government Resolution on the Calcutta riots, the Navusakti — wavasaxr, 
hi, . [Calcutta] of the 10th November writes that, truly Nov. Ist, 1907. 
Onleutta rior, ttion om the speaking, His Honour has supported the Police. 
ania om One cannot understand therefore why he ordered 
eal nquiry. No matter whether an enquiry is or is not held, or whether com- 
8 100 is or is not granted, or whether the conduct of the Police is or is not 
Pproved of, there is no one left now in the country who does not know 


a ae what you are, so that Resolutions like this do not matter. one way or 


BaNGavasl, 
Nov, 2nd, 1907. 


Bangavasi, 
Nov. 2nd, 1907. 


BaNGaVAsi, 
Nov, 2nd, 1907. 
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BasuMatTI, 
Nov. 2nd, 1907. 


NAVABAKTI, 
Nov, 2nd, 1947, 


Nov. 2nd, 1907. 
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44. The Prasus [Katwa) of the Ist November writes, that formerly. cr, 


’ me _ were not damaged, if the rain did ve 
we oan ever Nie tanks. " month or so, for there-were tanks then, which = 
now ona to —_ _ ee do re recognise their duty in the matter of 
elr re-excavation, a the foreign vernment of th | 
realise the necessity of doing so at al | te 
45. The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes that it i; 
Te i ens. es as general idea with the sufferers from the late riots 
Gulentée, site. in Calcutta that they will get no justice at the 
sii — a —. of Pe ao hakim, and that the existence 
of such an impression in the minds of victims of i ame 2 
to the State. : . : oe ee 
46. In alluding to the decision of Government not to recompense 
The question of compensating S8Ufferers from the recent Calcutta riots; the 
sufferers from the recent Calcutta Bangavast [ Calcutta } of the 2nd November points 


riots. out that many shop-keepers have lost their entire 


stock-in-trade in these riots, and winds up with this remark:— 
How these men will now bless His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor! 
47, The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes thus with 
dis Weateats iain’. cae wa a —— Government Resolution on 
The Lieutenant-Governor has come to the conclusion that in regard to this 
rioting and pillaging, the Police are not to blame—not to blame—not to blame— 
that it is the gundas who have looted the shops; that it is the swadeshi speakers 
who are the root-cause of this rioting and pillaging. If such is the settled 
decision, why bas a new inquiry been arranged for? Will His Honour be able 
to retract after Mr. Weston’s inquiry what he has distinctly said about the 
absolute innocence of the Police? Why did not some explanation come forth 


_ from the lips of the Lieutenant-Governor regarding the outspoken allegation 


which has been made that the Police in many cases stood by and set the gundas 
on, Even admitting that the Police, receptacles of all the virtues as they are, 
were in no way implicated in the rioting and pillaging, we must say this that 
they could do nothing while shops were pillaged and gentlemen assaulted in 
broad day-light in the city. The Police which is so inefficient ought to be 
transported beyond the seas without delay. The guilt of the Police the more 
it has been sought to be hidden by His Honour in the Resolution, has stood 
out the more distinct, The institution of this farce of an inquiry has all the 
more displeased and dissatisfied thousands of citizens of Calcutta. 
48, In reporting 2 Musalman meeting at Lahore which dwelt on the 
LL  sdoyalty of that community to Government, the 
Who is responsible for the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes 
a that it is not the Hindus or the Musalmans who 
are the cause of the unrest which now prevails all over India. It is only 
number of short%sighted officials who are converting what was a flower-garden 
into a cremation-ground. 
49. We object, says the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 2nd November, to 
“the Government’s granting a loan of 25 lakhs of 
Government's loan tothe Maha- yypees to the Maharaja of Oudh, as vigorously 2 
ee we objected to the granting of « similar loan (0 
the Nawab of Dacca. Gnvernment itself is in debts, so that if it has any 
surplus money, it should apply it to reducing its own debts ; instead of helping 
others out of their indebtedness. Besides, none but those who can see eye tO 
eye with the authorities and flatter them, can expect to get loans from the 
Government. But Government has no right to make use of public money 
in patronising its favourites. To pose asa patron with others’ money, 15 rg 
ridiculous. If Government makes it a practice to help every family of 4 
tinction in the ene”, in its pecuniary difficulties and thus save it from ruil, 
we have nothing to object to 1¢. 
00. Referring to the oes of oe 10,000 granted by Genet © ber 
ely omedans of Dewanganj, near Jamalpur, thro 
oe ne bee eis Onsale Da. he Baal (ee 
cians. of the 2nd November expresses satisfaction that 
such a loan has been granted to Mahomedans, But at the same time the 
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erat somes has beer is é novel peo Ff atenatying long continued 
51. The Sandhya Caloutia' of the 2nd November writes under the 
5 heading “Is it Russian territory or the Magh’s 
« Is it Russian territory, OF mal (Burmese territory)?” 

Magh’s mulk F Boag 2 co = English are following Russian 

ods when they employ the Gurkhas reak charkas (hand-spinnip 

soo rh and Bens the t by seizing the forelock and w ht = 
legs of law without looking: right or left, 18 to bestow too high an e ogium 
upon them. It would imply that they never did, or knew how to do, such 
acts, and that.they had kept the country so long under the (cool) shade of the 
talpa-taru (the tree in heaven which ts all desires). It passess our 
understanding why men who have read history so well, whose pesha (profession) 
is law, and whose dwelling-house is in the Earopean quarter, should startle at 
the enactment of laws which have for their object the curtailment of freedom. 
We shall cite a few instances to show that these very people made laws far 
more stringent than. those which are now proposed to made for us, and 
that it is not at all necessary to compare the English with the Russians. We 
can unhesitatingly (literally with our throats quite clear) say (provided of 
ae a oa, ng gg not "> tgaee rf you oan be eos ° 
(o.8 ee ® only with yourself. ve ows the 
ee history of all the “ virinom® deste done by the 
English in this country up to the present time, The Kegulation under 
which the Natu brothers were persecuted and Lajpat and Ajit were 
banished came into existence at a time when the Ehglj ah knew very little of 
the policy of Russian administration. The law under which old swords had 
to be sold off was also not modelled after the Russian fashion, When Lytton 
cast his angry looks on the Vernacular Press in Bengal, nobody then said 
whether the Russian eye was. red or watery? ‘The laws which the English 
have passed in Magh’s mu/k, that is, in Burma, may be said to have procured 
their salvation (literally, saved their lives). Nobody can even conceive such 
laws as the ‘‘ Village Act,” the ‘‘ Towns Act,” the ‘“* Dramatic Performance 
Act,” in the Russian Empire. We cannot criticise all these. The Lower 
Burma Village Act (Act 3 of 1889) is an Act passed by the Viceregal Legis- 
lative Council, and we shall speak a few words about its provisions: Govern- 
ments appoints a Mandal in each village, by selecting one out of 10 or 12 
men after considering their qualifications. ‘This system has been introduced 
simply because if a man were appointed directly an unseemly wrangle would 
not take place in the village, making people shun each other’s company 
(literally, refrain from looking upon each other’s face). The Mandal possesses 
magisterial powers, and has under him a police force styled “the village 
police” consisting of gundas of the village. He can try many cases, and 
confine in Auja¢ any one in the village for 24 hours, and no appeal lies against 
his decision. In particular cases the Deputy Commissioner possesses the 
power of revision. at a self-Government! What a fine Swaraj! If we make 
too much noise over Swaray or submit a petition asking for it, then Act 3 of 
1889 will be put into operation by Government in Bengal. Would you like 

. pe y ng 

tohave it? We have still other provisions of the law to speak about. There 
18 & provision requiring a report to be made to the Mandal about the presence 
of any stranger in any village. If the stranger goes to the house of any 
villager, the latter must himself report the fact, failing which be may be seot 
to Jail. A musical party must get a-license before they can go to any village 
and & party bent on pleasure must also get a license before proceeding on & 
river trip, neglect to do which would entail both fine and imprisonment. As 
the English have raised their staff to keep us in check and their weapons to stop 
speech and writing, they will certainly enforce the Burma Self-Government 
Act in our country. Those who have been thinking over the sense of justice 
of the English may rest assured that they are not going to enforce the laws of 
ussia in this country. They will not rest until they have converted it into 

a veritable Magh’s mulk. Those who can understand the nature of the danger 
before it overcomes them, not only do not lose their presence of mind when 
it does come, but may devise a means of saving their lives. It is for this 
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reason that we sound a note of warning. The law of Burma may easily be 
enforced in this country. The chances are that this country will 
be converted into a magh’s mulk, | ae | 

52. Referring to the a ae oe on the recent riots 

s in Calcutta, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] o 
PR ol of Dog i ala 8rd November publishes a leader aden the a so 
** Defence of Gundaism,” from which the following 
are extracts:— 

What the Police say has been accepted as gospel truth, while the evidence 
of the oppressed citizens and respectable gentlemen has been dismissed as bein; 
exaggerated statements. It is the money of the poor, starving tax-payers whic 
maintains the whole establishment of the Government, from Sir Andrew Fraser 
down to his pet agent, the Police Constable; and these men have now been 
branded as story-tellers and crooked-minded people who are at the root of all 
mischief, while their oppressors, the policemen, have been applauded by the 
Lieutenant-Governor. This is good government inded! 

In the course of his note on Mr. Collin’s enquiry, the Lieutenant-Governor 
admits that the enquiry was not an easy affair, as it seemed at first to be. But 
in the face of the accounts of the riots as published in Indian newspapers, why 
did the Lieutenant-Governor think the matter to be easy at all? It is ve 
unfortunate that the administration of Bengal is in the hands of a thoughtless 
and worthless Governor who, in spite of the events which took place at Lahore 
and Comilla, placed implicit confidence in the police, regardless of what the 
newspapers had said. The fact that the enquiry was delegated to Mr. Collin 
who was anxious to go home, shows that Sir Andrew Fraser lacks the power 
of selection, and that he is negligent of his responsible dnty as the protector of 
the people. As for Mr. Collin, he only imitated his master in having failed in 
his duty. Perhaps, as ‘‘ Max” writes in the Capttal, Mr. Collin thinks that 
India exists only to provide Civilians with fat salaries, convenient furloughs 
and pensions. Sir Andrew Fraser is no less to blame than Mr. Collin. But, 
then, perhaps our Lieutenant-Governor, who is the son of a Padre, did not think 
it worthy of Christian civilisation to pay much heed to the grievances of black 
men. And repentant now, he censures Mr. Collin. At the same time,. Sir 
Andrew Fraser has felt no scruple in passing a judgment based on the very 
report which he himself admits to be incomplete. He is not ashamed of 
setting down innocent and oppressed people as the root of all disturbances. 
How can, then, the public have any faith in the Government Commission ? 
How, again, ca it be possible for the people to have any respect for the 
administration when it is in the hands of a worthless man like Sir Andrew, 
who is devoid of all conscience? Consequently they are keeping away from 
Mr. Weston’s enquiry which they have, in a sense, boycotted. If Sir Andrew 
had not shown silly anxiety to support the Police, the Bengal Government 
would not have been held up to contempt, and the Lord himself (#.¢., the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor) would not have to come out crestfallen and with a long face, 
and to ask Mr. Weston to get up his report with the help of the one made by 
the People’s Commission. _ 

The Government has lost its prestige ; there has been a decided increase 
in the public hatred for Government officials ; everyone thinks that impartial 
justice no longer exists uuder the British Government ; and all this is due to 
Sir Andrew Fraser’s want of judgmeut. 

53. Keferring to the Government Resolution on the recent disturbances 
in Calcutta, the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 3rd 
November observes :— 

The Police has been supported, and the whole 
blame has been cast on the Bengalis and some gundas, The fault of the 
lower grades of the Police has also been admitted, but we still insist that the 
disburbances were caused ney | by the Police and their gundas. 

54, The Hindi Bangavass [Calcutta] of the 4th November says :— 

tis witch ot caitlin dees The fact of England and Russia being oD 


the Military expenditure in india ‘friendly terms with each other, has generally led to 
asasequel to the Anglo-Russiaa the belief that the fear of a Russian invasion of 


ee India has now practically ceased to exist. If 80, 


Government Resolution on the 
riots. 
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+s the use of keeping so vast an army in India? The Military expendi- 
a india should, therefore, be curtailed to an appreciable extent. And this 


f the English statesmen as well as English 


et pas nglish journals havealso 
aa But will the British Government agree to this? While indifference 


rules supreme, it matters little to the British executive whether the burden 

3 upon the poor Indian people is light or heavy, Had it not been 
of imposts upo P povp ; : | 

tor this there would not have been so widespread a discontent in the country. 

55, Referring to the fresh enquiry which is being instituted by 

: Mr. Weston under the orders of Government into 

A fresh enquiry into the recent the recent riots in Calcutta, the Hindi Bangavast 

— [alow of the 4th November remarks:— 

Notwithstanding the orders of Government, many of the aggrieved who 
had Jately suffered from the recent Calcutta riots, have refused to appear 
before Mr. Weston to give evidence in the case, being not sure of getting 
justice at the hands of the British executive. In fact, such an idea on the part 
of the sufferers about their rulers is decidedly unfavourable to the latter. 

Many are of opinion that the enquiry conducted by Mr. Collins into the 
matter only tended to add fuel to the fire, Whether this be true or not, the 
matter was not fully enquired into by the Commissioner. He made a farce 
of the enquiry, so to say, which would have been worth seeing, had it been 
done at any other time. Its enactment on the present time in response to 
the outcries of so many afflicted souls has been extremely distressing to the 
latter. And surely it is such like actions of Government that lead to the 
question whether it is really the subject-people that are adding to the general 
discontent in the country. 

Mr. Weston had lately enquired of the Lieutenant-Governor whether any 
compensation ought to be paid to those that have suffered loss in the ricts. 

But His Honour wants to fight shy of the question. This will, of course, 
ave to aggravate the distress of the people, Do the Executive desire this, or 
what : 

The result of the non-official inquiry has rather been satisfactory ; 
and the principles observed in conducting the same should have been marked 
by the British Executive. | 

While Mr. Weston is engaged in the inquiry, Mr. Kingsford is going on 
with the cases of the youthful offenders under trial before him. Many of the 
latter are yet awaiting their trial, while many are being summarily dealt with 
and peremptorily punished. The Executive seem to do nothing for those that 
havebeen robbed of their belongings, in presence of the Police. By their aay 
it 18 obviously meant to go through a formality. Is it right to be so muc 
partial in a matter of administration like this 

56. Referring to the speech of Sir Sydenham Clarke, Governor of 

The speech of the present Gov- Bombay, on his landing in the Bombay port, that 
the Bon eomeay, on his landing in he would make it a point to see the Bombay Presi- 
paves dency improved in various ways and thus add to 
the comfort and fortune of. the people, the Hindi Bangavasi | Calcutta | of the 
4th November remarks,that the words that fell from His Excellency’s lips are 
eminently very sweet (sugar itself), but that none the less so were those that 
found their utterance in the very province from the lips of Lord Curzon, who 
subsequently stabbed hundreds of thousands of British subjects with a poisoned. 
knife without any hesitation before leaving India. The paper a ds that 
Sir Sydenham may have something noble in his mind, but that, after all, he will 
have to remain a puppet in the hands of Mr. Morley. 

ov. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 5th November thinks that people do not 

care to go and give evidence before Mr. Weston, 

Mr. because what with the assaults committed on them 
: : and what with the trouble they had to put up with 
in first going to the Collin Commission where they were proved to be fools, then 
J ,eiving evidencs before the Peoples’ Commission, and, lastly, in appearing 
before the Weston Commission where they are being insulted, they have been 
harassed too much already. Witnesses in the Weston Commission are being 
“ross-examined by Mr. Aldridge as if it were a trial in a Feringht court, and 
or are being proved to be liars. Every one of the witnesses submitted 
© this insult except Babu Nandalal Ghosh, who checkmated Mr. Aldridge, 


Witnesses insulted at 
estons enquiry. 
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Bengali Babus get confused when they see a red-faced man #.¢., an Enpli 
and consequently we are always insulted. Mr, Aldridge is making oo 
seem to be honest, and our noodles are helping him in this. Some remedy ig 


necessary for a malady like this, and we know that remedy. Bat th 
phants, Bhupen and Radhacharan, would not let the medicies have its een 


III.— LEGISLATION, 


58. Under the marginally-noted heading, the Marwari Bandhu [Calcutta] 
Administration or Destruction? °F the 30th October writes :— 

The passing of the Act to stop the holding of 

aes meetings and the making of speeches thereat which Government 

us now evidently resolved upon will, of course, prove as much injurious to 
the rulers as to the ruled. Rather, the former wiil suffer in a greater degree 
thereby, inasmuch as it will practically shut up the channel through which 
they used to get information about the public feeling and grievances. Asa result 
of this legislation, as many as twenty men will not be allowed to get together and 
speak on any point. If so, how would Government be able to know the wishes 
and the doings of the ce ? Ofcourse, the passing of this Act will, as it were, 
make the subject-people dumb; but it will, at the same time, make Government 
deaf and blind to what is going on around it. 

Apparently the legislation will have the effect of preventing political 
agitation. But this is not all, It will, at the same time affect the physical 
and the intellectual development of the people, because they will not be able to 
meet together for physical exercise on the wrestling ground or at clubs for 
discussing literary questions. Moreover, it will practically, wipe away the 
Queen’s Proclamation following the Mutiny of 1857, in which Her late 
Majesty expressly pledged herself not to interfere with the religion of the subject- 
people, inasmuch as, after the Seditions Meetings Act has been passed, it will 
be difficult for the people to meet at any place for social or religious purposes. 
For instance, they will not be able to assemble to hear hatha (recitation of a 
religious treatise), etc., or in connection with the ‘Devali, Dussehara or Rakhi 
festivals. Also, they will not be able to entertain as many as twenty guests 
as well as to gather at their friends’ places at some domestic events for 
congratulation or condolence, as the case may be. If it be urged that the law 
will only affect the congregation of men assembled for discussing political ques- 
tions and not for any other pu: pose, the question is, who will be the authorities 
to determine the motive of the meeting ? 

They will be no other than the Police and their head the Magistrate; and 
who will dare question the Police report on the subject. Presumably, what 
the latter will say and do will only be considered reasonable. 


In conclusion, the Seditious Meetings Act will put the subject-people to 
a great difficulty, and this will, eventually, cause pain to Government, In our 
opinion Government had better refrain from such measures as are calculated to 
produce injurious effect, and adopt a method of administration such as may 
tend to make the people firm in their loyalty and devotion to it. And this only 
will tend tothe happiness of the Nation and State. It was to do good to the 
Indians that the English had taken the administration of India in their own 
hands. And it can not be denied that the British rule in India has been bent- 
ficial to the former in various ways, for which they are really thankful to their 
English rulers. It is, therefore, to the discredit of the Government to inaugurate 
an objectionable measure whereby to get such grateful subjects tortured by the 
Police. We fear the passing of this Act far from facilitating the administration, 
will tend to the destruction of the subject-people. 


59. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 3lst October says that all India is 

The Seditious Meetings Bill laughing at the wisdom and farsightedness shown by 

@ Caciions Meerngs arr the authorities in the Seditious Meetings Bil]. The 
only change that the passing of the Bill is calculated to bring on the Swadeshs 
movement will be that, while at present one man can initiate hundreds in the 


cult of Swadeshism, in future a score or even more men will be required todo the 
same amount of work. 
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g0. Referring to the question which the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale proposes 
to ask in the next sitting of the Supreme 
Mr. Gokhale’s question about Legislative Council, enquiring why some letters 
Lals Lajpat Rai in the Supreme Litton to Lala Lajpat Rai by his friends, askin 
‘slative Council. 3 : : : ’ as 
Leg him to briog @ defamation suit against the Daily 
Express which prey a telegram from its Simla correspondent to the 
effect that Lala Lajpat Rai was deported owing to an attempt made by him 
to induce the Amir of Kabul to invade India, were not delivered to him by 
the Jail Superintendent, the Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 31st October says 
‘hat the Juil Superintendent could never have acted as he did without the 
order of his superior officer. The Hon’ble Member has up till now asked 
many questions in the Viceroy’s Couneil, but has he ever gained anyting by 
so doing? What a be the reason of courting such gratuitous insult? 
Will these men be able 
foreigners ? 

61. In noticing how the Bombay Presidency Association, the Indian 
Association of Lahore, the Mahajan Sabha of 
Madras, etc., protested against the Seditious Meet- 
ings Bill, the Sanjivani (Calcutta) of the 31st October writes that Government 
will pay absolutely no heed to these protests. If the 300 millions of India 
protest with one voice, still Government will not rhink it right to listen thereto, 
for the 300 millions of India have not the intelligence and wisdom that five or 
six officials at Simla have. 

62. Referring to the Seditious Meetings Bill, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- 
sits Maatinn Ome Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) says that it is 

puatunesr ar restsings Nin not in favour of frivolous meetings, but at the 
same time it is not afraid of this Act. 

63. Referring to the Seditious Meetings Bill; the Sandhya [Calcutta } 
of the Ist November writes as follows under the 
head-lines— 


‘‘Do not wear the gold earring that is not yours, 
For it may be snatched away by force —:” 


To-day in the Viceroy’s Council at Simla attempts are being made to take 
away a right which the feringht had given. Probably everything is finished 
by thisi time. The /eringhi, when he came to this country, gave us a few 
Delhi /addoos (things having an alluring look from a distance, but which on 
examination turned out to be really worthless). It wasa gift from one who 
is unaccustomed to making gifts (literally to such exhibitions), and therefore 
so much fuss has been made over it all this while. The /feringhi crossed 
“seven oceans aud thirteen rivers” to come down to this country only for 
self-interest. When, therefore, that self-intorest is injured, he loses his 
equanimity. The feringhi who is not our own kith and kin is therefore forcibly 
tearing away the gold earring which we, who priding ourselves on our knowledge 
of English, paraded so long as our own. He is doing the right thing. On the 
other hand those among us who were beside themselves with joy at the sight of 
moa (sweets) in the hands of the feringhi, so much so indeed that they almost 
called him father and made themselves his adopted sons, are now in despair. 
Hence Rasu Ghose and Gokhale (names contemptuously shortened) want to patch 
up the draft of the new Bill, It is doubtful whether their patch work will last 
ornot; bnt they are doing their utmost. Mr, Gokhale would substitute 50 
in the place of 20, which is the minimum number of persons constituting a 
public meeting under the proposed law, as if that would do away with all 
the objections against the Bill. Mr. Gokhale remembers that the fermghe did 
not conquer India, merely by feeding on grags* like you or us; if he had done 

ie i i so, he would not have been able to make the 330 
conquest of Tndia ~ the English millions like you and us dance hike monkey 24 
agg nc greater selfsacrifice So much for the specimen of the Dekkan 
nea oe led in more feeding Brahmin’s negotiato work. Shall we ere an 
' account of our Hon'ble Ghose, that bull’s dung 
of Bengal? We say “bull’s dung,” because he belongs to the sacred bovine 
“hecies which cannot be killed, yet like the dung of that animal useless for 


all purifying purposes. Can any Bengali say with his hand on his heart that 


The Seditious Meetings Bill. 


The seditious Meeting Bill. 
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with all the wealth, learning..and genins he has/been of any use 
Bengali Hindu? ere is hdwever a weak point in his spee i aie 
for the present remain unnoticed. The Ghoses ‘of Bagh-Basar of the Amriia 
Bazar Patrika say that after what has happened. the ambition of a seat on 
the Legislative Council should be given up once for all, Will this excellent 
advice be followed? How can they afford to do so who.are indebted to the 
Jeringhi for all that they possess? After the law is passed, what is the out- 
standing deficit? It is the imprisonment of Bhupen, whipping of Susil, the 
harassment of Bepin, Basanta’s determination. to lay down his life, U 


pad h } 
death and swadesht and boycott. Will not this account help us in our futare 


calculations of gain and loss ? | | 
64. The Bangavasi ee) of ba 2nd rT regards the Seditions 
sa ’ eetings Act as an uncalled for piece of mi 
The Seditious Mestings Act. YeesIation which will be most Sadarions e- 
effects and which will fan the smouldering flame of unrest intoa conflagration, 
65. The Basumati wel of the — on writes as follows :— 
ia overnment made arrangements for in 
— oa on the Indians, in order to kill the oun eatheas 
of discontent now prevailing in the country, and by this means to re-establish 
peace in the Empire. | 

It is not a novel method. It obtains with full force in Russia, Turkey 
and many barbarous regious in Asia and Africa. There is hardly a man so 
ungrateful in India as will deny that the Government of India has maintained 
the glory of liberty and honour of Western civilization, by making arrange- 
ments to punish with mere imprisonment. such offences as would cost a life 
or a limb of the offender in a country ruled by a barbarian Chief. 

Freedom of speech and political agitation were unknown in the country. 
They have appearad with the appearance of the English in the land. 
Formerly people used to quietly submit to the rule of dispots, so long as they 
ruled benevolently; but whenever a ruler waxed oppressive and tyrannical 
— opposition took the shape of armed resistance. With the advent, 

owever, of British rule in India, there was imported a number of empty rights 
and privileges for the people of the country, aud freedom of speech is one of 
them. When the English first extended this benefit’to the Indians, it was for 
their own benefit that they did so. It diverted the energies of the then 
half-conquered Indians from the path of armed opposition to that of vocal remon- 
strance, and thus led tothe establishment of peace m the country. This 
peace may have been beneficial to the British Indian Empire, but futurity 
alone can say whether it has been beneficial to the Indians as well. However 
that may be, the English are withdrawing the privilege which they once 
conferred on the Indians. It is useless to protest and so we .shall do nothing 
of the kind. But it is not useless to discuss whether this gagging law will 
do more harm to Indians or to the Government. 

We admire Sir Harvey Adamson’s outspokenness. Who will deny that 
by his plain speaking he has upheld the prestig of the Government of India? 
Although in the Committee stage the law was amended with the object of 
bringing only political meetings within its purview, yet it is still so vague and 
elastic that its operation can be easily extended to meetings other than political 
also. . 

The law has been made severer still by giving the Police large powers in 
regard to its execution. It is inconceivable what harm would have been done 
to the Government if these powers had been vested in Law Courts. 

Government says that the law is necessary for the welfare of the Indian 
people, inasmuch as it is necessary to check the growing unrest and _ political 
propagandism in the country. We deny this. The law will benefit neither 
the Government nor the people. The prevailing unrest has been created by 
the authorities, and not by poiitical agitation, and the new law will fail 
to suppress it. The discontent and unrest are the fruits of the policy of 
repression inangurated by the despotic Government of this country. PF ublic 
meetings only serve to give vent to them. None but madmen can think that 
the supression of: these meetings will have the effect of driving sedition out of 
the country. Discontent is thickening in India. The attempt to suppress it 


by stopping public meetings is like that of a fabulous thick-headed ruler who 


/ 
/ 


/ ( iat) / 4 


tried to prevent theft within his dominion by: lopping off ‘ 
subjects. Lord Minto has said as’thore is 4i a in Ree fp ogee all his 
of expressing it. We say amen. But will this arrangement stop th a / 
en public meetings were unknown in this : . : 
for means to communicate their feelings to each “oes” e am S0 nt wenn 
the workings of the minds of the Bengali used to be ‘aa foo, as now, 
‘shabitants of the distant soil of the Pubjab. At the a £ th to the 
Mutiny, Begum Jenatmahal called no public meeting under th nese ye Sepoy 
either Nana Saheb or Tantia Topi. . o can deny that in e presidentship of 
, widespread conflagration like the Sepoy Muti 2 country where 
va poy Mutiny can be raised by circulati 
chapatis, it is the height of folly to try to lay the axe at th y circulating 
by means of a Gagging Act? The law will simply serv ; my of disco ntent 
intensify the growing and accumulating discontent. which i store up and 
—_* te and shake the world to its foundation — 
66. Under the marginally noted head-lines the Bhar 
: at Mitra [C ‘ 
Do not stop the mouth. of "Bache thas thd + we Bese : soe ni Sed, 1907 
at the enforcement 4s 
Meetings Act will prove extremely distressing to the oe end om tg 
pity the Government for its want of wisdom in ina ti eee 4 
refutation of what Sir Harvey Adamson lately spoke on te atic Se ae ae 
age is 2 any call for such a bogistation, wees ag the 
is already rich enough in the armoury of law to szovernmen 
bances. In the first place, there is th to prevent political distur- 7 
Penal Code with its panel 124(A) aed 15%A), whi ms — y the Indian 
ae tives against any political disorders in the Prinoron evidently, form strong 
ot only will the Act p : or 
cial and lent amiives ta a bre tb a - - d Se 
inasmuch as one will not then be at liberty to call a 
than twenty persons to his y to call together at a meeting more 
y per place, much less to utter the 6 noliticg ” 
at any matrimonial or other soci easiness: he word “ politics 
legislation will be tne aati par = a. cole eect of the 
the ruled in addition to its creating general disco tent fon ns 
a ee the Police a oe 
The primary dut: | le , : 
nierpleie le pointy "teeing Gs wht La oem cha 
y to assertain how far they are satisfied with hi is actions where- 
sion of satiafact? 8 with his doings. The expres- 
an to any © cisledios caeiiee he soi el a * “. of = ini > 
on. The Indi ead the admuinistra- 
sion to their foalincs ort dis bees to — Ee their minds and give free expres- 
this practice wil fe g political matters at public meetings. But 
p l, now, cease to exist. They will be no lon llowed ¢ 
speak. And, surely, nothing can be more howrible than this ee 
he . The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 2nd November presumes that the 
supposed "ste uleest bss rr er to stop the mouth of the people ag Sed, 207. 
Pas = pablis ae vets a Mi ao ee 
rafted and will Cegans t0r which & as already been 
His Excellency aoe —e Oe te Ying Geena pe'eere: 
68. The followin | 
g are extracts. from a leader which appears in the a Hit 
The Seditious Meetings Bill. =, = — Saget es : the a November i“ di 1907. 
mperial Legislative Council—Terribl ing “The Gagping ct in the 
Delish Steciaeetioa fo thir sesame tas af ae beoome tally te 
with barbarism. Despotism and ry has at last become fully tainted 
tented with, and hate, the offi ecution have made the people discon- 
this Act will destroy olitical : Government. We firmly believe that 
of the * Boycott sadlichnend? “3 an Bs. family peace in India. The power 
Our valees: lenve™ bint thas as proved that Bengalis are not mere talkers: 
my bring about their a heads, and are enacting measures which may one 
mild Bengali raise Arte ~ estruction. Continuous oppression will make the 
return blow for blow. Preity when he has done so, he may make bold to 
agri r rulers ought to be careful about the welfare of 


e 


the G 
overnment and also of the people while there is yet time. This Act will 
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bring under its scope all festivities, such as wedding, etc., and even if 9 


sons go to a shop to make purchases they may be,arrested’ by the po); 
Sod the onus of proof will fall on the men teste whether y! a ae 
had any talk about the affairs of their ¢dountry. But we can confidently pid 
that as soon as there is any interference with conversations carried on od 
privacy, social gatherings or religious meetings, the revolt and loss of empire. 
which Englishmen are so nervous about, will become events of a near future.” 
| 69. Referring to the passing of the Seditious Meetings Bill into law, the 


Navasakti (Calcutta) of the 2nd November writes:— 


The Seditious Meetings Bill. 


The gagging law has been passed. Brother, now cry Bande Mataram. 
All the objections and amendments of Mr. Gokhale have been rejected’ But stil] 
he does not in the least feel ashamed or insulted! The whole of India is to-day 
covered with shame owing to this impudence of Mr. Gokhale. When will these 
men learn to conduct themselves with a proper, sense of self-respect? 

70. Referring to the Yo ww — Bill, the Sonar Bharat [Howrah] 

ee roo ae of the 2n ovember says that henceforth in 
The sgditions Meeting Bill wedding festivities and 4 sradhs, at shrines, in 
market-places and in funerals no more than 19 persons will be allowed to 
assemble. If a family consist of more than 19 members, some of them 
must have to be turned out. The oppressive Police and the people will 
always clash against each other, and the people would rather die than 
suffer such persecution silently, for silent or active they are bound to perish. 
Englishmen are causing their own destruction, and this measure is only a 
preface to a new volume, oe 

71. Regarding the Seditious Meetirgs Bill the Soltan [Calcutta] of the 

Tise Baitehenis Steatiiais an 2nd November writes that many are in doubt as to 

vee the sanity of those responsible for the drafting of 
this Bill. None but those who are absolutely insane themselves can believe 
men responsible for such legislation to be saue. Nobody need be told that 
legislation on these lines is indicative of the weakness of Government. The 
paper continues :— 

Now that our throats have been choked, if only our handsare cut off we 
shall be prevented from writing, too. And then the officials will be able to do 
anything they please, without having to listen to (unpleasant) comments. Let 
Government remember that all things terrible are nourished in the lap of 
‘darkness and manifest themselves at last one day. 

72. The AMitvaria awe of the 8rd November is not ag og at - 

; itious Meetings Act passed in the Vicerega 

——— Council the other a ce it welcomes it as tend- 
ing to more solid work by the people than mere speech-making, and thanks Lord 
ae une has now revealed the true nature of the English by throwing off 
the mask. | 

73, The Sandhya [Calcutta] of fhe 4th Novemher, in referring to the 
expected application of the Seditious Meetings 
Act to Backerganj, remarks:— 

Remember that a carrion-eating dog, when it 
ot ia rabid, bites people allthe conntry over. Let us see what leads to 
what. : 

74. Regarding the eens ne Act, the Navasakti [Calcutta] of 

os ane the 6th November writes :— 

7 ro To bring (the Bill) before the Council and get 
it assented to, was merely one of the shams of Westsrn civilisation. Now that 
the Act is passed, the Police at. discretion will be able to enter any house, even 
if there be no noise or discussion going on init. It would be nothing 
strange if a political meeting were proved to have been held in a sleeping house- 
hold. We do not believe that the Police will not enact (scenes) like this. 
So perhaps this time blood is going to be shed. Ifthe Police break open the 
doors and enter into the inner apartments of our homes, then, to the massacre 
which will ensue, neither (our) political, nor religious, nor social sense of duty 
will be able to put astop. It is to gag Barisal that the officials for the 
present are mainly trying. Bravo! Barisal. Hereby it is only your greatness 
which is being proclaimed. ee 


The Seditious Meetings Act in 
Backerganj. 


oo 
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The English do not know that there has come into being in the count 

a party of anode If the leaders of the extremists had not pulled 
their followers up jby the reins, instead of seditious speeches, blood would 
y shed. If meetings ate all stopped now, the extremists will 
have no control over the wléra-extremists. Accordingly the oppressed ‘nd 
if get out of 
hat providence wills? In many meetings it has been 
seen that when the speakers of extremist opinions said anything against the 


have been actual 


indignant pcicgge of humanity, wounded to the core, wil 
order. Is that 


establishment of secret societies, thousands upon thousands of. the audience 
protested against their statements. If meetings are stopped, who will argue 
with them any longer? ‘The English are voluntarily placing in the hands of 
others the, shaft which will deal out death to them, Is t at even what 


/ 


Providence wills ? / 3 


/ / | 
IV—Narive STATES, / 
| od 

75. “ Misfortune never pra ee ” saysthe Mcrwari Bandhu [Calcutt 

of the 30th September alluding to the recent’ de- 

ane ‘Jae a a eo position of the chief of Aundh for three years, 

posed Maharaja of Aundh. inasmuch as it doubts, that he might get into 

trouble again. The paper reports that the Police Inspector, Babu Khan, who 

had started the lost case against him is now dead and that at his post-mortem 

some arsenic has been discovered in his belly, And it, therefore, fears lest, as the 

result of the above, the terms of the deposition of the Maharaja should be 

increased from three tothirty years, or he should be declared to have been 
deposed for ever. 


V.—PRosPECTS OF THE Crops AND ConpDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


76. The Jasohar (Jessore] of the 31st October says that in the district of 
Jessore the price of rice is continually going up. 
| The prospect of the autumnal paddy -crop is 
gloomy. Every article of food is extraordinarily dear. Cattle are suffering 
from scarcity of fodder. 

77. Referrmg to the impending famine in the Gaya district, the 

: Navajivant [Calcutta} of the 31st October says, 
that though Mr. Morley is very hopeful about 
there being no famine in India this year, people will not be saved from death 
by merely relying on his hopes. __ | 

78. The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 1st November reports that in 

ee Bankura rice is selling at Re. 7-10 per maund, and 
© Price of rice in Bankura. = that paddy and rice are being looted anywhere 
and every where. 

79. In noticing a statement in a Delhi newspaper to the effect that though 
famine conditions prevail in that locality, no action 
has been taken by Government to grant grain 
compensation allowance to those of its servants whose pay 18 less than Rs, 16 
per mensem, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes :— 

Putting nameless nobodies into prison on charges of sedition is sure to 
secure the safety of the Empire. Surely this is not the time now to save 
the lives of hunger-stricken subjects. 

80. The Howrah Hitaisht PHewnh’ of the 2nd November doubts whether 

eee the Government will take any steps to check the 
°mpending famine in Indie. imnending famine before large numbers of men 
die of it. And even when the Government will open relief works, it may be 
of some little help to a few poor labourers and cultivators ; but people belonging 
to the middle class will be left ont. Our countrymen should now bestir 
themselves for helping their fellow-countrymen without. depending on the 
Gover: ment for aid. 


Crop prospects in Jessore. 


Famine in Gaya. 


Famine near Delbi. 
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81. Referring to the official report on agriculture during 1905-06. the 

tfamines in India, DY Hitavadi [Calcutta} of the éth November 

sae ae en says that while the population of India is increas 

ing, the area under cultivation, of food-grains is decreasing. What wonder 

that this, with drought, deluge and exportation to add, will make famine 
chronic in the country ? | } ee 


! Rt ie VI MISCELLANEOUS. 


82, Under the marginally noted head] ines, the Marwari Bandhu [Calcutta] 
“When the announcement of the proposal’ to 
inaugurate an Advisory, Council in India was made, we observed in these 
columns that it was an instrument to gag the educated Indians. The Indians, 
in the meantime, got too wise to be duped by the policy of ‘ Divide and Rule,” 
Seeing this, the British executive are now going jto enter upon fresh legis. 
lation to stop. their mouths, as it appears from the recent utterances of Sir 
Harvey Adamson, the Home Member, in the Viceregal Council. At all events, 
we ought to be thankful to the worthy member, so far as he has confessed, in 
plain and open terms, what the executive have so long been doing under the rose. 
As for Mr. Morley, many in India have been considering him to bea 
philosopher. Now, if Mr. Morley be one, a philosopher like him can be 
ordinarily met with in every street and household in India. Surely the stud 
of a considerable number of books cannot make a man wise, unless he translates 
into action what he has therein studied, It is for the last three years that we 
have been intently watching the doings of Mr. Morley, and, evidently, there 
has been none among them tending to prove him to be a man of wisdom. At 
times he has given utterances to things which were quite out of place, but now 
he has revealed himself as a true saint by speaking the truth, To illustrate 
the above, we just quote the following words that fell from his lips, in course 
of his recent speech at Arbroath, “ Let us, if we can, rally the Moderates to 
the side of Government,” and we thank him for this plainspokenness. 

Now, those that glory in being declared moderates in India should pay 
attention to the above speech of Mr. Morley. Of course, we regret to inquire what 
would be the fate of the vacilating amongst the Indian leaders. Necessarily, 
they ought to be deliberate in striking out a particular course of action for 
themselves. And, in our opinion, they had better settle down to one of the 
following principles : that is, either to court the patronage of Mr. Morley and 
give up the idea of becoming—public leaders, or to associate with the latter 
and endeavour for the. betterment of the condition of their native land. 

83. In course of a lengthy article entitled the gagging measure, the 

om Ss —* Trig wagt Ninenrsng of the 7 th are 

ne present tear of the Anglo- fancies that the European employés of the Britis 

ee Government are full of pre nowadays 
at the apprehension of political disturbances in India, which, strictly speaking, 
has no ground. There are signs to show that they might not be getting even 
sound sleep, for the above reason. The fear lest there should spring up 2 
Napoleon, another Nana Saheb or a Joan of Arc in India, is now haunting 
their minds, and, evidently, it is to remove these anxieties and rule over India 
safely that they are going to enact a gagging law in the Seditious Meetings 
Act now under debate in the Viceregal Council. ; 

These remarks follow a description of the meeting of the Viceregal Council 
held at Simla on the 18th ultimo to debate upon the question. | 

84. In the course of an article entitled the “Iron Hand,” the Navasakts 

sime weles [Calcutta] of the 30th October writes :— 
adatoms When the Europeans inebriated with the pride 
of Empire came into Asia in hopes of pillage, and the Asiatics, not knowing 
what to do, submitted to them with bowed heads, a deviation, on alarge scale, 
was brought about in the normal condition of things, which is one of liberty. 
The terrible blows and counter-blows which resulted from this t deviation 


have brought about revolutionary discontent and hatred in different parts of 
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Asia as well as other placds on earth disturbed by the presence of the European 
in. | | | 
appearance of discontent and hatred on all sides is not the work of 
particular in dividuals or the creation of an idle fancy, cr the manifestation 
‘o another form of the terrifying speech of the agitator. It is only a 
inting of the finger of History. A deviation from the properly balanced 
condition of things will necessarily lead to blows and counter-blows; the 
natural is sure to grind down the unnatural and reassert itself. You and 
I may say yea and nay to that, but that will not affect the issue. This isa 
truth which lies hid in every line of every shasira in every age. It is in 
conformity with thie truth that India has awoke at the present time. That is 
why at the present time the selfish feringht rulers of the country are running 
after the Indians, club in hand, why boys, who are almost infants at the. breast, 
are being whipped,, why inoffensive and unarmed citizens are being attacked 
with sticks, why thousands upon thousands of swadeshis are being mercilessly 
imprisoned, why pillage and lawlessness are being witnessed in certain places. 

The fact of the rulers of India being foreigners implies that in India the 
interests of the rulers and of the ruled are not coincident. The swadeshi 
agitation from the very fact that it is largely benefiting the people is inflicting 
enormous loss on the foreign merchant-rulers of the country. The English 
have not surely come to this counrty to suffer loss, nor are they people to wait 
for alms from us. When the fearless and resolute pedestrian, in proceeding to 
his destination in a hurry, has vigorously kicked at the back of the dreadful boa- 
constrictor, why should not that boa raise its terrible head in order to kill that 
pedestrian ? 

That Mr. Morley and Lord Cromer should declare that the agitation in 
India should be put down with an iron hand, does not at all surprise or frighten 
us. We on our part are quite well prepared therefor. .The stopping of 
meetings, the gallows, the guns, the canon-ball,—all these are mere manifesta- 
tions of the iron hand. It was the touch of your lotus hands, O white-limbed 
Englishman, that kept us so long asleep under the spell of your maya (illusion). 
And it is your iron hand again which by its solemn action and reaction has 
now dispelled that sleep of ignorance from us. Do not put forth your lotus 
hand again, extend that iron hand of yours now full well, so that our fellow- 
countrymen who are still asleep may also be roused from their sleep. 

Then welcome oppression, with that iron hand of thine. May the entire 
land, gaining a new life at the touch of thy iron hand, echo, with a new 
strength, to the cry of Bande Mataram. : 


85. The Sandhya ae wig" of the 30th October announces metas to 
ioe e held at the Federation Hall grounds on the Ist 
Pas Denne 90 em November, with the object of expressing grief at 


the death of Brahmabandhab Upadhaya. 


86. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 30th October notices expressions of 
sorrow at the death of Upadhaya received from 
Upasi [Madaripur] and from Habigan). 

87. The Jasohar [ Jessore] of the 31st October notes that while a number 
ii cle tai eal of bclati cloth shops have been burnt down in 
down in Khulna town = Khulna town, no damage has been done to any 

Swadeshi shop. The second story of one house 
contained belati articles, It was burnt down, but no damage was done to the 
irst story which contained Swadeshi articles. 


88. The Navayivani [Calcutta] of the 31st October says that Mr. Kings- 
lene cb tin Wi ford’s salary has been increased, 1n consideration 
salary. : ee? ae heavy work he has now to do in connection 
with the swadeshi cases; but the Govervment is 


senerous with others’ money (7.¢., the people’s money). 

89. The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 31st October announces that : 
monster gathering will take place on the Ist o 
November on the Federation grounds to express 


sorrow for the death of Brahmabandhay Upadhyay, the late editor of the 
Sandtya newspaper. 


The death of Upadhaya mourned. 


A condolence meeting. 
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90. The Navasakt [Calcutta] of the 31st October publishes letters received 


pe ee ak ob Sas from various places ex pressing sorrow at + 


Bandusb Upsdbyay. deuth of Brahmabandhov Upadhyay, the late edit” 
of the Sandhya newspaper, 


91. The Navasakit [Calcutta] of eo . October says that the sale of 
swadesht articles during the Pua this year 
Swadeshi sales daring the Paya a+ least ten times as much as uring the last te 
years. It goes without saying that this result was achieved Owing to the 
adoption of the policy of repression by Government. It is said that man 


customers made no purchases from shops which had both swadesht and belai; 


cloth, but went to shops dealing exclusively in swadeshi articles. This is most 
gratifying no doubt. 

92. The Navasakis a of the 31st October has the following :— 

e had been so long sitting idly in a state 

ym... A a round the of self-forgetfulness, devoid of manly energy. Tho 

gloom of that self-forgetfulness is slowly but surely 

clearing away. The Indians are coming to realise that this country would 

never see salvation if they relied solely upon accidents or upon fate, that they 

must enter the arena like heroes, and that asin ancient times Egypt, Greece 

and Rome received the light of civilisation from India, so at no distant date 
a vast kingdom based upon religion would be established by them. 

The trumpet has sounded. Who are you, brothers, that are still sleeping 
soundly? Rise up. Behold, the Maharattas, the Panjabis and the Hengalis 
are marching together to the field of action! There the Hindu, the Musulman, 
the Christian, the Jain and the Buddhist are all rallying together at the call 
of a mighty national flag. Who are you, brothers, that still stand aloof? Come 
early to join the great work on behalf of the motherland. It is already 
growing too late. The moment for the great sacrifice has come, ‘‘ Arise, 
awake, and having obtained divine blessing understand” (A quotation from 
the Upanishads). 

93. In reporting how Sir H. Campbell Bannerman lately declared that 


Present Government policy in his Government had applied itself only to the 


: romotion of a regime of peace, good-feeling and 
i aelewiion, the Sanjivant Calcutta | of the 31st 
October writes that if the Premier had applied this policy to Indians, 
discontent would not have not so a prevailed inIndia now. In India it is 
a policy of oppression and of grinding which is being carried on vigorously. 

94. The fact that more witnesses have been forthcoming to give 
: evidence in regard to the recent Calcutta riots 


“A new ora has dawned.” s+ .fore the unofficial Commission of Inquiry 


than before the official one, conducted by Mr. Weston, is haild by the Sanjivant 
[Calcutta] of the 31st October as indicating the dawn of a new era in the 
country, the distinctive mark of which is trust in popular representatives and 
distrust in the officials. 

95. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-O-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
ies ik a a baled a i pes 3 me = —— a J = 
*" mohan Sen and another pleader are alle o have 

wee Serene 0 ee been refused first class tickets in Meats. Turner, 
Morrison and Company’s steamer which plies between Chittagong and Cox’s 
Bazar, because the local European Agent of the firm told them there were 
some Europeans in the first class cabin, and that natives could not be allowed 
to travel with them. 

96. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 1st November reports of 4 

) bright meteor having been seen in the village of 
_ A meteor foretelliog « revolu- Hara (in Hooghly) which is popularly believed 
tion. ity : pop y 
to be the precursor of a revolution. 
97. The Daily Httavads Soca ond | of the lst November has the follow- 
; ing ina leader under the heading ‘ Worship of 
the persecuted” :— 

The world has worshipped persecuted men, and will ever do so. It pays 
the highest tribute of honour, gratifude and respect to men who, in their 
attempts to do good to the world or to perform any noble deed, have been 
oppressed and persecuted by powerful and selfish despots, English writers 
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‘America, Italy and France w and killed by fithlons only because its fi 
at the present day these co ere subjected to tyranni despots, Swit ot tnt 
the world, and stand forth untries rank foremost a cal rule, and that zorland, 
the Wert’ be afraid of pers hopeful examples to f al’ the soanictn’ ck 
dead nation to be ins oo It is befittin en countries niries of 
But to us all this is like a bl , oppressed, trodden ad Pa i oe cee So we 
from our sleep. The cu lessing from the Moth er foot and almost 
ghich will expunge — political tactics of r for these wil rsecuted. 
therefore, oe | fom and 9 base materials out o — nila — us 
nations are carrying away all men, or else our rui our nature. W e a fire 
rye — beaters aes a pig or af alte ead fea inevitable : Wester, 
of the world. Al e being driven aving us quit stern 
America, Europe, Pras ay ess rayne ths hae © beasts fron cher destitute, 
The ship-owners of Philad ustralia, and the 10 1 A es, t08 ey on I a 
But we are being thro elphia have boycotted owned by Weste ndians in 
—_— foreign ule te bes "a fire of sed Fg Indian cdlentite — 
merchants of R er Sav simply beca ere. 
steamers at Chittagon, ~— stopped mpplying - from ve Th heh 
not to sell ker osine ¢ ? and the English trad oal to the owner © English 
cotted Indi to swadesht ers of Jh ers Of swadesht 
boycotted foreign g0 , ie e we are placed in ey hmen have lo ve resolved 
of treatment of the w oak Romy according to We aaa tae ecatae "T boy- 
Hence we must get st y the strong is not at all. ideas of jus tie or having 
thorny indeed, but t gs rong, and be manl | culpable. e, this sort 
So let us be firm and do pirit of ‘** Bande Mars he path of our : 
98. The Mthir-o-S “the duty, and defy all ram” will lead us ae 
A Musalman bo o-Sudhakar | Calcutta Boh grog seer through it. 
Hind ycott of Hindus. st sa of Jal sae Ist ee reports that 
. indus or to eat food prepa — by a say { urshidabad) have b the Mium-o-Scpnaxar, 
or : nage ond ten or an Z rthem, A ilies es — service ol Nov. Ist, 1907. 
e ry Fy a . eetl "i e 
e Mihir-o-Sudhakar ‘aloutt SV ottth a boston is reported from 
A pro-partition meetin gratulatory meeti 6 Ist November notic 
e- the partition —" Rangpur in conn = lie 
100. The Na . Fattaha. anniversary promoted b . M. — 
as : vasakti [Calcutta] of y M. Abul 
Bath ar ng and the mod ‘6 moderate ”’ the Ist Novembe : 
in Indian politics. erate by the < wel par ty in present an by ee that the NaVASakT 
progress back materiall name of > eo they Pres 4 sn ian politics,  “°"™™ _ 
Sreriret',. coe & Taian Nation! Congr have ot 
y the laws of thei @ opened, and of God, howeve dhe st Fev 
these mon oO their forel R , and while pre r, many Indian 
. ll d gn Rulers as f prepared to pay th - 
party is daily j o all the other ar as their conscl e taxes and 
the modera 4 increasing in nu work of the count science will allow 
e part in number, but there i ry themselves. Thi ? 
supremac party, erudite fool there isa numb . This new 
ae teal, pee sonia Cus snk Facade gens By Pe 
which, the p ath s before the countr each other. The new under British 
have to tos Mead of self-reliance will ad the ideal of liberty, an ver ty, on the 
ne selfish, ad sg ° thonsand kinds of 4 be adopted, the lheast'o y Paya 
ndia ar . merchant- pression will , 
. o wt ln py a a. anding = yd _ Ay 
of the lati¢ and o| are busy adopti ack man no longer erest in 
tho athi and of the whip, thoso se ba ap haha ha gy venir 
-* lts, th up, those 8 eiron hand. Th , 
political ules, “hose crie entences of impri ose strokes 
oe on all A = alarm, all mark the are ey those arrests, 
he Navasakéi FOaloatia) of ginning of an impending 
utta] of the Ist N ie 
(lid, immersed : t 2 the enebe pe . patriotic Navassa 
102. The ). But our time is Seringhees have brought the ; ‘ Nov. merged 
ae eo Navasakti rCalentta] of t A . has been ok gpa oo : 
iit 6 Ist November wri 3 
placed ie a gO of soma 2 semper rg under the = Navasazrr 
belief in desti idea of hopelessnes: elpless, unarmed millions fI g power, the Nor. Is 1907. 
bas iny, by one of h s which they had hitherto : oane have now 
of hopefulness, and thu itherto associated with their 
: us a new spirit of enthusiasm 
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103. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 1st November has the follow; 


= ae the heading “The sheep of Kan. 


: The. fermght wants to convert the whole 
country into Kamrup (a district in Assam where new-comers are supposed to 


be converted into sheep bythe women of the place who are experts in the 
black art.) ‘‘ Turn, each of you, into sheep; rise up or sit down as we ask you 
to do; clear the way to our happiness to the extent of sixteen annas, and never 
make the slightest response.” We are expected to show the same gort of 
implicit obedience in our dealings with the feringhi. The feringhi has given 
us apparent peace. ‘T'hieves and dacoits do not trouble us any longer; the 
bargis (Marhatta free-booters) do not infest the country, and there are no wide- 
spread disturbances. So we must be very happy indeed, and must not there. 
fore utter a word. No matter whether or not we have anything to eat and oil 
to smear our head with, if even it be all over with our tezat (honour), we must 
say by word of mouth and show by our deeds that the administration 
of the feringhs is like that of Ram Chandra, that it is unique in the world, and 
pray to God that we may be the subjects of the feringht every time that wo 
are born on thisearth. The fact is that the seringht wishes to have us turned 
into sheep, and he has already succeeded in converting most of us into that 
animal. Those who have been completely won over by the /feringht, those who 
have received a seringht education, and those who are being brought up on the 
leavings of feringhi’s dinner are lost for ever. They have ceased to be human 
beings, ‘They stand up or sit down at the feringhi’s bidding, and when beaten 
with the shoe or the brvom-stick follow them with pitiful cries like a dog, 
These men are of no use to the country. But those who are true to their 
country care little for the feringhi and have still spirit left in them. If one 
can awaken them, they will still awake. Already they are showing signs of 
awakening by turning over their sides, The sight of this has upset the 
Jeringht (ué. shunk his spleen), They are therefore up and doing gagging 
(our) mouths and stopping our pens. They are very anxious to bring back the 
same dread of the lal pagris ‘and of Europeans, the same liking for delat cloth 
as we had formerly. Riots take place at all times in other countries, but 
nowhere else is to be seen so frequent legislation. In all countries people 
retaliate when they are assaulted, but nowhere such an attempt to convert the 
people into sheep is made. Are the Police employed anywhere else to magnify 
a petty quarrel? And whien that is done to gag people’s mouths? Whatever 
the /eringhis do is for that one purpose, viz., to convert us into sheep so that 
they may enjoy all the pleasures themselves, But do what you can, the people 
will no longer consent to be like Kamrup sheep. 3 
104. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the ond November enquires if it is not 
Unrest in Eeyvt and inIndia, rd Cromer who is responsible for kindling the 
Te ‘flame (of unrest) in Egypt, and for creating and 
strengthening the extremist party in that country. Similarly it 1 Lord 
Curzon who is principally responsible for the unrest in India. 
105. In reporting how the Amir of Afghanistan bas prohibited the export 
oe of food-grains from his kingdom in view of an 
The Annarakshini Sabha, i yending scarcity, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 
2nd November writes that the Axnarakshint Sabha (society for the conserva- 
tion of food-grains) piteously calls for a prohibition of the export of food-grains 
from India. But although advancing on the road to destruction, neither the 
rulers nor the ruled are listening to the call. Unfortunate India ! aoe 
106. In noticing how ® Dr. John Pollen has written in the Asiatic 
Quarterly Review pointing out that the Indian 
a The grievances of Indian Ryling Princes suffer from various hardships, the 
eee |  Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 2nd November remarks 
that the authorities wish to keep India’s internal sores hidden and show off 
a beautiful exterior. But such an arrangement cannot go on unhindered 
for ever. There is a law of God juet as there are laws of man. 
107. In noticing how a recent issue of the Calcutta Gazette records that 
| in Dumka in the Sonthal Parganas the shoe-mak- 
Coen san Henan ing industry has got an impetus, because ° 


The Foringhi’s attempt to con- 
vert the Indians into sheep. 


( 1229 ) 
the Swadeshs movement, the Bangavass [Calcutta] of the 2nd November 
_ ave t the authorities are daily devising new plans to throttle swadeshi. 


Lord, it is difficult to know what your real character is. 
108. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 2nd November has a cartoon in 


BanGavast, 


which a European is represented as throttling ax’, Nov. 2nd, 1907, 


A cartoon. Bengali who is carrying a lathi at the stage when 
the latter had uttered ‘¢ Bande ma—’’ thus preventing him from finishing off the 
‘6 faram. | 
ar) The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 2nd + Apes writes :— 
vs neehins Dele” When the Bengalis possessed arms and might 
have fought, there was no battle between them 
and the English. But at the present time a serious battle has begun between 
the English and the Bengalis. When the English fought the last independent 
Nawab of Bengal on the field of Plassey, the Bengalis, if they had so wished, 
night have turned the English out. The Bengali hero Mohan Lal did indeed 
echt the English, but he had, under the orders of his master, to move aside. 
At the present time the Bengali is without arms, but still there is a serious 
warfare going on between them and the English. 

The Bengalis called the English into Bengal. When the conflagration of 
the sepoy mutiny was kindled in India, the Bengalis possessed arms, but even 
then no collision (lit. battle) ensued between the Bengalis and the English. 
During the period of British rule in which the Bengalis were allowed to 
possess arms, their very bodies were saturated with the venom of western 
civilisation, they were asleep and under the influence of a spell, so that in spite 
of the fact that they possessed arms, there was no possibility at all of a 
battle between them and the English at the time. The Bengalis were (at the 
time) dead (so to speak). How many storms and thunderbolts swept over their 
land upsetting the entire created order of things (in the province). They 
lost their sg a a = clothing, — wealth, their industries, 
their trade. The flag of the foreigners fluttered triumphantly over 
the ash-covered heaps of skeletons of ane Bengalis. The Englis never 
thought even in their dreams that the Bengali would ever again come back 
to life and make them quake with their prowess in warfare. The sham, 
fear-inspiring political cries (of the Bengalis) which they occasionally heard, 
they held to be the ghost of the Bengali beggar begging for alms in a nasal 
twang with which all ghosts are credited in popular Bengali superstition. 

But though the English thought that the Bengalis would not come to 
life again, the Bengalis have actually returned to life. The same English 
under whose rule the Bengali died have revivified the Bengali. The keen 
agony of the partition has brought the Bengali to life again. On returning 
to life, they devoted themselves to the boycott of things foreign, and a great 
battle thereupon ensued between them and the English. The people of 
Fastern Bengal, though without any resources and without arms, struggled, 
staking their lives in the struggle, and ultimately they won. Truly, foreign 
goods were completely expelled from Eastern Bengal. 

The victory of Eastern Bengal made Western Bengal also shake its 

lethargy off and stand up. The people of Western Bengal, also fearless of 
all the weapons of the English, fought and won. The peculiar feature of 
this warfare has been that, though Bengali blood has been shed in the course 
of it, not a drop of English blood has been. 
_ That the Bengalis have triumphed, the recent Durga Puja has proved. 
many ways. Two years ago the images of the goddess were in various 
cases decked out with bela’? ornaments, whereas this year the temple of the 
Mother has not been in very many cases polluted with impure foreign things. 
In truth, the unarmed Bengali, in having fought the English over the question 
of devotion to their own country has won. The English have understood 
that the Bengalis have really come back to life, Hence it is that they have 
dealt out their Brahmastra {the most potent instrument of destruction) in the 
shape of the Bill for the Siweeution of Seditious Meetings. 

But from what we see, we think that the Bengalis are not moved even 
by this Bratmastra, The Bengalis will obey the law, but they will kindle 
the flame with the light of their eyes. What the end will be, God alone 
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knows; but this is certain that the unarmed Bengali has this time struggled 
with the English, who are ssed of all arms, and won. Veril Y, it has been 
a triumphant Bijaya (the 10th lunar day immediately following the Durc 
Puja) this time. “ea 

110.° Referring to a number of cases of differential treatment of Indians. 

both high and low, by European hotel-keepe 

steamer-companies and managers of public parks 
the Basumait [Calcutta] of the 2nd November says 
that a lakh of Bepin Babus may rot in prison, but still this sort of treatment 
will go on peers the minds of the people of the country, and no amount of 
red-tape will be able to prevent this. 

111. Referring to the telegram received on Monday last conveying the 
request of the Canadian Council to the British 
Government to prevent the immigration of tho 
Indian people into Canada, the Bharat Mitra 
[Calcutta] of the 2nd November is astonished that while the people of all the 
different parts of the world are allowed to settle in India and take service under 
the British Government, the Indians are considered ineligible to settle in the 
British colonies. The paper, therefore, ironically exclaims: *‘ Oh, how kind are 
the English to the Indians !” 

112. The Bharat Mitra | Calcutta] of the 2nd November notes, that while 

in the previous years the forward contracts for the 
Bp corecer gh ong a pag —— foreign cloths, on the Lucky Day, was valued at 
on the last Lucky Day. ——(é«iRK Se 7 «=o 8 crores, it has this year fallen down to 

Rs 50 to 60 lacks only. The paper ascribes the 
decrease to the swadeshi agitation, though the Anglo-Indian Journals contend 
that these contracts are no longer restricted to the pate Day alone, but are 
made all the year round. Let them say what they like, says the paper; 
the swadeshi has triumphed, and will have more such triumphs in future. 

113. In concluding its obituary notice on the death of the late Brahma- 

) bandhav Upadhaya, of Sandhya, the Bharat Mitra 
or . Saas .. _ nnd * [ Calcutta ] of the 2nd November notes that the Police 
of the Polive case against him. -«-4Ve withdrawn their case against the deceased, but 

: not that against the Printer and the Manager of that 
Journal; and remarks that the justice of Government lies in dropping all the 
doen cases pending trial against the paper (Sandhya) in the local Police 
ourt. 
114, In course of a lengthy article headed the “ Triumph of the Swadeshi” 
ies the Bihar Bandhu [ Bankipore] of the 2nd Novem- 
ee success of the’ ber censures the Indians who do not help in the 
growth of the movement, which, says the paper, 18 
steady and vigorous, notwithstanding the repressive measures on the part of 
Government. The paper points out that, during the last Puja, the sale of 
country-made goods as compared with that of the imported articles stood in 
the ratio of 3 to 1. And it, therefore, exhorts the Indians to encourage the 
swadesht as the surest means of preventing famine in their country. 
lls, The Bthar Bandhu [Bankipore] of the 2nd November notes that 
owing to the Swadeshi agitation the sale of foreign 
goods in India is getting less and less extensive 
day by day and that there is, in consequence, a considerable fall in the demand 
of the imported wines in the East Bengal. But the Pioneer, says the paper, 
though it acknowledges the fact, does not yet believe it to be true, The paper, 
therefore, remarks that it (the Pioneer) is evidently suffering from the disease 
of scepticism which is irremediable in its case, but which will disappear 
of itself when the import of foreign articles into India will altogether cease. 
And this the paper hopes is inevitible, if the Indian people would only be 
strong in their Swadeshi cult and be united. 

116. The Daily Hitavad naan: of the 2nd November says that, 

ce though the Lieutenant-Governor has admitt 
ogporernment Commissions on the Mr. Collin’s enquiry to have been unsatisfactory, 
yet he has no hesitation in thinking that the 
allegations against the Police are greatly exaggerated and that, excepting 4 
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them, they took no in the assaults and looting. Thus he has 
ead a j aes before a The public had already lost their faith in the 
Government Commission, and the Lieutenant-Governor’s decision now makes 
them lose all hopes from Mr. Weston’s enquiry also. ; 

117. Referring to the answers given to the questions regarding Laj pat Rai 

asked by Mr. Gokhale in the Imperial Legislative 

Mr. Gokhale’s interpellations Coyncil, the Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd 

ngnting Sen November says that the fine replies that are 

generally given to interpellations, make one unwilling to avail one’s self of the 
privilege of asking questions in the Council, if indeed it is a privilege. 

118. The Howrah HMitaish ace tghoced of the 2nd November considers Mr, 

Morley’s speach at Arbroath to be full of political 
Mr. Morley’s speach at tactics. From an honest man he has beeome an 
— arch hypocrite. But he must be madif he thinks 
that the false hopes he is holding out can delude us. The present agitation is 
not mere froth, but the mightly current of the ocean of India which neither you 
nor the British Government can check. But there is yet time to pause, to 
think, and to redress the wrongs. If, however, the storm really sets in, the 
waves of this ocean may wash everything away. 

119. A correspondent of the Jasohar [ Jessore | of the 2nd November says 
that the maddening music of Bande Mataram has 

The music of Bande Mataram. shaken the throne that lies beyond the ocean. 
Brother Indians, think not, it is simply the echo of a sound uttered by man. 
It is the tiding of the approach of the great man who appears in every Yugo. 
It has appeared in order to kill the accumulated vices of a whole Yuga; 
to save those who have placed all their hopes in God and to establish a holy 
kingdom of justice and righteousness in the world. We mingle our voice 
with the music and call, O brother Bengalis, throw off the lethargy of the 
past Yuga and let us advance towards the shrine of liberty with pride befitting 
heroes and enthusiasm befitting valiant men. Let us picture in our imagin- 
ation the glorious future. 

120. The Navasakii [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes:— i 

, The pangs of hunger are the worst kind of 
an ments famine and its sffliction that can befall mankind. One morning 

ee the Indians awoke and found that through the 
infinite ‘‘mercy ” of foreigners, widespread havoc, plague, failure of crops, 
famine, premature death, etc., had come into existence. Owing to the exces- 
sive drain by foreigners, the country has grown poor. Even edible herbs that 
grow wild are not easily available. There is severe distress all round. 

Ido not speak of a few rich people, of titled men, and of fawning syco- 
pants but of the 90 per cent. of the population who find it very difficult to keep 

ody and soul together. The recent persecutions by the Government officials 
have intensified the distress of the people. Trampled under foot by the oppres- 
sors, the weak, emaciated and diseased Indians with sunken eyes are piteously 
crying to God for help. 

Such a time had once come to France. The people there had been 
redueed to the last extremity by the tyranny of the higher classes and the 
officials, When at last the people of France assembled before the palace of 
the Franch Minister and asked for bread, the Minister scornfully shouted from 
the topmost apartment in the palace, ‘Go and eat grass.” What happened 
then? The wave of a mighty force passed like lightning over the crowd ; it seemed 
as if the blind recovered their eyesight, the weak felt strong, and the crawling 
wretch stood up. The palace was stoned, the hated Minister was caught and grass 
was forced into his moutb, and he was disgracefully murdered. His severed 
head was fixed upon a pole, and with it the people went dancing round the 
city. The news of this incident spread through the whole country, and a 
tremendous fire was kindled throughout France, and the Revolution swept 
the ti rants out of existence. 

That a mighty irresistible force comes when the pangs of hunger drive the 
people mad, was mentioned long ago in out shastras by the sages. It was the 
force which the Devas, who had come out victorious in the great war between 
them and the Daityas, propitiated in the words :— 

Ya devi Sarbabhutesu kshudha rupena Sansthata. 
(That goddess who resides in all creatures in the form of hunger.) 


DAILty Hiravavt, 
Nov, 2nd, 1907. 


HowkaH 
HiraisHl, 


N ov. 3nd, 1967. 


JASOBAR, 


Noy. 2nd, 1907. 


NaVASAETI, 
Nov. 2nd, 1907. 


SANDHYA, 
Nov, 2nd, 1907. 


SonaR BuaRatT, 
Noy, 2nd, 1907. 
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We do not know why such distress has appeared in this golden-B | 
It is not known for what grand display or what mighty force Pag 5 fon ame 
defenceless and weak Indians being made to feel this dire want of food? 
Mother, trampling upon the buffalo, revelling in war, in what mighty conflict 


between the Devas and the Asuras art thou again coming to perform th 
frantic war dance ? y 


121. Referring to the learned speeches delivered by the Hon’ble Dr. Rash. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Ghose’s and the behari : hosh and the Hon ble Mr. Gokhale in the 

Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale’s speech in Viceroy 8 Legislative Council held at Simla on the 

the Viseusy ® Coaneit in connection let November last, the Sandhya (Calcutta) of the 

within Sedumous eee nd November has the following under the headin g 
‘¢ Simple increase of bile leads to no result” :— | 


What is the result of all this useless talk? It is nothing, it can be 
nothing. We therefore ask everybody to be silent. Be silent only when the 
rehearsal of set speeches leads to no result, just as the indulgence by a parrot 
in words and expressions taught to it does absolutely no good to its keeper, 
But when the chains that bind your feet (the simile of parrot is still indulged 
in) are tightened, set up such a hideous cry, a cry of distress so loud, so far- 
reaching and sotremendous, that the keeper may feel thoroughly annoyed. That 
cry has alresdy arisen and it has maddened the Feringhs, and the new law, the 
imprisonment of Bipin, the death of Upadhyay: the harassment of Bhupen, 
the persecution of Basanta, the flogging of Sushil, the notoriety attained by 
Collin, the Weston enquiry and the Lieutenant-Governor’s timorous incoherent 
talk are all due to it. Let that cry grow more furious still, let all people in 
Bengal in one voice continue it. Then it will be effective. The Feringhi has 
made a new law. What is the harm? Why all this sorrow; why s0 
much grief and resentment? The Feringhi’s administrative system is for the 
extension of his trade, He will have it under his control (lit., nearest to his la 
as long ashecan. If he fails it will mean his loss—nay, his ruin, What is that 
to you or me? As for us, we are conquered, subjugated, trampled under foot 
by others and living helpless under the protection of others. We are but 
strangers to the Feringht. Let us remain strangers for ever. Why, then, 
should we trouble ourselves with what concerns the Feringhi? Such thoughis 
have occupied our minds in the past, but what have we gained? Why, then, 
any more of it? Why perform the sradh of the ghosts’ father any longer (i.c., 
do a thing with which we are in no way concerned)? Mr. Gokhale says that by 
conciliating Bengal and the Bengalis India will be conciliated, But, partition 
or no partition, Bengal is not to be conciliated. The Bengali has seen the form 
of the Feringht fully revealed—bas seen the hideous form of Surpanakha* with 

*Ravana’s sister who revealea ber veilremoved. It is now too late to conciliate 
herself in her hideous form to the Bengal. ‘I'he Beugali has got the mantra (charm)of 
brothers Rama and Lakshmana. Bande Mataram and has realised the bigh character 
of Swadeshi and the potency of the boycott. He will no longer keep silent. 
We shall have to atone for many sins, have to burn ourselves in the slow fire 
of burning husk (by way of expiation) before we can giow to be men. We 
shall eay our last say, Rashv Babu, Gokhale and your chelas and others of 
that kidney, this (your talk) 1s only generating extra bile, nothing can come 
out of it. If you want to be saved, give up licking the rice-gruel of the 
Feringhi ; or if death be your lot, then die. Let the Feringhi go on with 
his dance as he is wont to do. Come (dear) Bengalis, sweet as nectar strained 
out of a hundred moons, come; let us draw the line (marking our sphere of 


influence) in the name of the Mother, and devote eurselves to her work with 
fresh vigour. 


122. The Sonar Bharat ( Howrah ] of the 2nd November alleges that 


ie ences Bepin Pal has been removed from the Presidency 

ne as it Jail, as under his influence the prisoners there were 

being imbued with the Swadeshs spirit. No one knows where he has been 
taken, but some say that he is in the Buxar Jail. But, then, it is not unlikely 
that the prisoners of the Buxar Jail should turn Swadeshi also. Englishmen 
have lost their heads, and they are applying a remedy on the surface, whereas 


the real disease lies deep under the skin. If British drugs fail they might 
borrow some from India, : 


(- 1938 ) 


123, The Sonar Bharat Howrsh] of the 2nd November publishes a letter 90™4® Buanar, 


Nov. 2nd, 1907. 


which appeared in the Bande Mataram of the Ist 
Was Brahmabandhay's death November from one of its correspondents, who avers 
na that there is some mystery connected with Brahma- 
pandhav’s death. It is not 40: pps that he died of Hydrophobia, as the 
Hospital doctors say, for he ad never been bitten by a dog. Some other 
jJoctors think that he died of Tetanus, and if it 1880, the Hospital authorities 
are to blame for being careless. The Sonar Bharat does not doubt about the 
existence of some mystery, and rewembers that a poisonous snake was placed 
‘, Mr. Tilak’s cell when he was in prison. There are many rumours connected 
with the death of Kavyabisharad also. 
124. The Yugantar [Calcutta] of the 2nd November has the following :— 
None but a hero deserve Vijaya ( victory) greet- 
ings. Therefore, ye heroic young men who are 
ambitious of victory, accept our Vijaya greetings. After the celebration of the 
worship of that great. Power, by worshipping which Sri Ramchandra extirpated 
the race of Rakshasas (demons), the whole province of Bengal looks a picture 
of victory, That form of the Mother in which she appears as the queen of 
queens is visible on all sides. Every brave heart leaps up with joy by the 
impact of the waves set up by that all-conquering Power. ‘Fear not,’ ‘ fear 
not,’ are the words which are echoed from the sky. The loud shouts of 


“ Vijaya greetings. 


Bande Mataram are slowly robbing the enemy of his courage and prowess. — 


Look around and behold the Mother appearing as the goddess Jagaidhairi 
and promising to kill the demons when ves f grow too powerful. 

Your Swaraj throne will soon be established. Go forth from cottage to 
cottage, to the furthest extremities and proclaim this gospel of victory. 

Behold the terrible form of the Mother opening her immense mouth, 
with her tongue protruded and wishing for the blood of the monster. Before 
plucking out our hearts and offering them to the feet of the Mother, let us 
contemplate the Mother in her destructive form to our heart’s content. This 
time the Mother will not accept the sacrifice of sheep. The highest sacrifice 
(t.e., the sacrifice of human beings) must be offered. Therefore, make haste, 
you patriot. | ; 

Therefore rise up, gain fame, and, having conquered thy enemies, enjoy 
the prosperous kingdom. All these have been killed by me beforehand ; be 
you only an instrumental cause,” (as says Srikrishna in the 7a.) 

Let every house in India resound with the trumpet call of Vijaya.” 

125. The Yugantar | Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes:— 

“Thoughts of the fature.” , The time has come (for us) to examine 
whether or not our manliness is growing in the 
same rate in which work is increasing in the country. Standing at this 
juncture we shall have to decide for once whether the course we have adopted 
so long requires to be changed in order to ensure success in (our) work in the 
future. Our enemies have chalked out their path of work, but we have not 
yet been able to get our strength concentrated: probably we have not been 
able to rightly understand by what means the various lines of (our) work in 
the conntry will be brought into our hands, But inability to understand it 
will not do any longer. We remember how it is about six years ago now, the 
day on which the gospel of liberation came from the western shores of India 
and infused life into the inert body of Bengal, the day on which only a number 
of resourceless and helpless youths began running about constantly repeating 
the mantra (hymn) of liberty in the ears of those worthy to receive it. The 
held of work was circumscribed at that time. It was not very difficult then, 
either, to keep under control all the lines of work. After that came the flood 
of the swadeshi, and Bengal was inundated with the flood of (swadesht) ideas. 
he lines of work became separated and no longer remained under the 
complete control of the leaders. The mass of ideas, unrestrained and over- 
flowing, began rushing in a strong current, 

At first the English were somewhat taken aback from the fear lest 
handful of foreigners (as they were) they should be washed away by that 
| §wadesht: flood. There was no longer room for the foreigner to stay (here), 

unless domestic strife could be brought about. That was why the English 
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* In the Ramayana, the broth er fell to choosing out Bibhishans* from the TeCOgse 
of Ravan, who betrayed his secrets Of (our) homes. In no country and in no a. 
to Ram. has there been any want of B 1 Al ag In ae 
country, too, a good many Bibhishans have turned up commencing fr is 
Dacca and ending in Pathuriagbatta. In places quarrels broke out between 
Hindus and Musalmans. Getting a little breathing space of time, the Engl; h 
fixed on their emg’ line of conduct. 8118 

Noticing that the present agitation is confined for the present on] 
middle class (of : the population), the English set pr trying to apd a 
their thumb the rich and the ignorant. A council of notables was ojected 
in order to keep the rich inflated with pride and consequently blind (t¢ what 
was going on in the world). Preparations were made to keep the people 
ignorant and lifeless by committing oppression on the zamindars, by settin 
Hindu and Musalman by the ears, and by creating artificial famines by 
various dishonest means. There remained only the middle class (to deal 
with). Upon them, oppression began to be committed, through the agency of 
the Police, through Gurkhas being set (on them), through detectives being 
engaged (to watch them). And conspiracies were carried on to eradicate 
the entire body of the leaders of the middle class. The English thought 
their purpose would be gained by doing this much only, that this much would 
kill the national movement in India. That is why (they are) up and doing now. 


' Lajpat Rai, Ajit Singh, Bhupendra, Arabinda, Bipin, Brahmabandhay, Leakat, 


one by one upon all has fallen or is falling the keen-edged sword. And the 
English think that if only they can destroy these men, they will continue 
holding rule happily as before. To bring under their influence the Rajas, 
the Maharajas, the moneyed classess and the mass of the population by various 
devices proper and impro per, and to repress the middle classes and destroy 
their leaders—it is this which is the present policy of the English in their 
government (of the country). The English have resolutely set themselves to 
translate it into action. 

But out of this collision a hideous form is making itself seen, which the 
English did not expect to see. Those who have been hitherto chanting the 
mantras (hymns) at the national Yajna (sacrifice) and invoking the gods seem 
to be gradually coming to 4e stop, oe out from the rye (at the Yajna) is 

i ing seen a hazy outline of the destroying aspect 
Te a Kudrat ovat ts entire country) fen taken 
to Calcutta, and from Calcutta to Madras; the inarticulate agony which has 
hitherto been wearing itself out for want of expression now seems to be 
manifesting itself in a terrifying aspect in order to destruy its enemies. Hence 
it is, that the English, though their lips cry out kill, kill, are terrified in their 
heart of hearts, thinking *‘ where will it all end”? The English realise that 
those who strive for emancipation are indeed few in number, but that if they 
can conquer death, they will be unconqguerable. It will not do to battle with 
them merely with a number of (men who are) slaves for the sake of the bread 
and who are attracted by (the prospect of) honour. 

But it does not appear that we all have even yet found out wherein lies 
the centre of bur strength. Our strength lies dispersed all over the country 
in atoms. It is because we have not been able to collect them together, that 
we have not even yet succeeded in knowing the measure of our strength. If 
blood is shed once, here too probably oppression will begin to be committed as 
in the Punjab, the leaders perhaps will be deported, and left without leaders, 
all work will fall into confusion. This is what many are apprehending. 
Undoubtedly if work is begun in an unregulated and unsystematic way, it 18 
very difficult to prove equal to one’s competitor. But that apprehension will 
be removed, once the various centress of strength are methodised. There 
will never be any dearth of leaders in the country, if (the work) continues 
to be based on truth. The enormous mass of ideas will itself create the 
machinery necessary to make itself manifest. They who set the current of 
ideas flowing in the country will perhaps remain in chains in the prison-room. 
But the inheritors of their ideas (iit. sons of their minds) will become self- 
reliant. By bringing the centres of strength established by the leaders into 
proper rolations with each other, they will guide the current of ideas in the 
country towards the (proper) aim. And those among them who are men of 


we oh i TRANG Ghee NOONE OCC iS! iy PON, oa phe eat take OP 
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action will come to occupy the position of leaders. This truth will not surely 
ie this time. ; 

ae Do not then any longer remain unconcerned. Let those who have been 

‘nitiated into the Matri-Mantra (the formula sacred to the mother: bestir 

themselves about uniting with the main focus (of national strength) after 
» ae wenihilp portend to the setting themselves in order. Let preparations go 


Durqa at the suspicious On patiently in each heart for the mother’s 
cones when the 8th lunar day Sandhipuja.* But it will not do to stop the exterior 


passes into the 9th. worship. Let the dak and the dhol (forms of the * 
drum) continue being sounded, stirring up the heart into enthusiasim. Let the 
people all over the country set up a dance, and even amidst that let each 
prepare himself to place himself unreservedly at the mother’s feet. 3 

126. Inthe course of an article entitled ‘The Service of the Mother” = Yvaaxrar, 
the Yugantar [Calcutta} of the 2nd November ov. 2nd, 1907, 
writes :— 

Hitherto we used to hear it said even by many wise men that the people 

of the country must first be educated and prepared and only then will come 
the time to preach the ideal of, and decide upon the means of gaining, liberty ; 
that people must first be made strong and then will the time come to set them 
to work. But our faith in the utterances of the wise thoroughly vanished 
when before our eyes we saw Basanta smilingly treat with contempt the terror 
of the Feringhi’s prison. He was not moved even by a jot when he was told 
that he would have to suffer the torments of hell for two years and-a-half. 
We understood that day that the great truth, the perception of which gives 
even the disabled the strength to cross mountains, has commenced entering 
and taking possession of the hearts of the devoted. You and I think that the 
country has not yet been roused; but see here how even men who did not 
listen to any speech, who did not lose themselves in an ocean of words, have 
led the van carrying on the Mother’s flag. | 

Again, did you not see how, the other day, the young boy Sushil, like a 
hero, smashed up the Feringhi’s pride? Whence did this little boy find the 
strength todo so? Who was it again that whispered into Basanta’s ears the 
great gospel of self-sacrifice? Do you noi (still) believe that the Mother 
has appeared ? Who was it who showed to the old constable, who had been ie 
the slave of Government for 20 years, the path to emancipation? Whose eae 
thunderbolt is it that is running about at the present moment all over the | me te bP 
country from Dinajpur to Rajmundry? Who is at the present time lifting up vi Date 
and putting in the hands of (Her) sons the sword, in order that they may garland i time 
themselves with the heads of a lakh of asuras (demons)? Who is to-day liek 
putting forward Her lily feet in order to dye the hearts of the aswras with fig 
blood? There is no time for thought any longer. Thou who wearest the Te 
heads of the asuras as a garland endow Thy sons with victory this time. 

127. The Yugantar [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes that the time — Yucanrar, 
has come when the Bengali must forget his nov. 2nd, 1907. 
longiug for peace. As Ruskin has pointed out :— 

_ ‘There is no art among a shepherd people, if it remains at peace. There 
18 ho art among an agricultural people if it remains at peace.’ 

It was this all-destroying peace which brought about the destruction of 
the power of Rome. At the present time it is under the spell of this sorceress 
that India is being reduced to impotence. 

To quote Ruskin again :—“‘ We talk of peace and learning, and of peace and 
plenty, and of peace and civilization, but 1 found that those were not the 
words which the muse of history coupled together, that on her lips the words 
were—peace and sensuality, peace and selfishness, peace and death. I found, 
in brief, that all great nations learned their truth of word, and strength of 
thought, in war; and that they were nourished in war and wasted by peace ; 
taught by war, and deceived by peuce; trained by war, and betrayed by 
peace : in a word, that they were born in war and expired 1n peace,” 

128. The Yugantar (Calcutta) of the 2nd November writes as follows 1D) —Yuoaymar, LE 
| an article under the heading ‘The Crmation of Nov. 2nd, 1907, aa 
ais the English ” :— te 
The civilised English, who are master-politicians, are nevertheless the greatest 
unces. This fact the votaries of the new idea have not been slow to understand. — 


“The Service of the Mother.” 


“ Articles of the new creed.” 


“ The Cremation of the English”. 
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That a man who lays the axe at his own feet and knowingly arran 
his own funeral pyre is a fool is admitted on all hands. But still the Bengalis 
aspiring after civilisation, are anxious to imitate the English in the attainment 
of this object. The English are egregious fools for possessing the monkey’s 


intellect; the civilised English imagine that they encage the living rey 
pervading Bengal and eo make an end of it. This they cannot do in on 


civilised way, and therefore they have placed at Lall Bazar a trap for captur- 
ing the tigers of the Sunderbans. Many are the tigers that have been caught 
such as Bhnpendra Basanta Kumar hap wy hi Bepin Chandra, Leakat and 
many others. We hear that this time the foolish English have gone mad 
and the Punjab lion, the Bengal tiger and the Deccan bear will all be 
caughtin thetrap of their law. Be it so. According to Vedanta the world 
is a maya, an illusion, and the things visible are without reality. But 
that at least the power of the English is an illusion, a magic show, is a thin 
not unknown to the men of the new idea. These latter oluntarily puttin 
their heads into the traps of the English, but the former are vimagine that they 
have caught them by their own skill. We have understood the maya of Ve- 
danta; and as soon as we learn the Sai that lies beyond this maya, the red- 
faced maya in the guise of the Indian Emperor must take its departure for 

ood. The civilised are in consequence gifted with a monkey’s intelligence. 
The English imagine that they have imprisoned in the Bastille all those who 
would engage passage for them to England with all their bag and baggage and 
that therefore their magic power and magic empire must endure for all time to 
come. We had an idea that God only is infinite; but we now find that Western 
foolishness is also infinite and unlimited. 

The Feringht rulers, so clever in statesmanship, have recently committed 
two fatal blunders—the first is their belief that the monster of Revolution, 
with its bloody tongue and gaping mouth, dies of starvation when men are 
caught and confined ; the second is that the English think it to be quite an easy 
task to get hold of all the leading instruments of the new idea, believing that 
when that is done the new movement perishes. But how can the Western 
demon understand that wherever the influence of Arabinda and Bhupendra has 
penetrated that influence has given birth to men who are worthy to be their 
disciples (Zid, it has made stones, waste-lands and deserts to grow lotuses of 
human beings). You red-faced stealer of the Kohinoor, know that the man 
whom you have put in your prison, which is only a house of cards, turns many 
pieces of iron into gold the moment he touches them. So much manliness, such 
leonine courage do you expect to restrain with the weak, grass-made, rope of 
your law? Ifyou fail with that means, what else do you mean to employ? Is 
it the nalika (musket)? But the naka is not your ancestral property nor is it 
mine. It belongs to. him in whose pocket rupees jingle. That day on which, 
goaded by your impudence, the Indians will rise with a roar, a Jagat Seth or a 
Labhchand and Motichand will be found to pay down money sufficient for the 
purchase of lakhs of death-dealing weapons (lit. , mortal arrows) which will lie 
scattered broadcast all over Bengal. 


You are already dead. ‘Turn your eyes, blinded by your materialism, for 
once towards the divine universal form of the Charioteer of Kurukhetra (Sri 
Krishna), you will there see that your places, shops, cannon, fortifications, 
umbrella and staff are all being ground to powder under those hideous 
teeth of his. You who are dead even while alive, you who are like the 
decomposed dead body (floating) at the (river) ghat, why are you s0 
afraid to die? Shall you be able to kill the Vedanta-yogi who has con- 

quered death, the Santan* (devoted patriot) hero, 

Probably an alinsien to te om with the magic show of lal-pagri and military 
Chandra’ A re en — khaki? Ho ho-ho! A struggle between maya 
(illusion and sat (reality), a battle between a ghost 

anda god. Issuch a thing possible? You died and turned a ghost the 
very day on which you attempted, by force of arms, by persecution and 
unrighteousness, to dethrone truth. It is only necessary to go through the 
formal ceremony of cremation, and we have arranged a funeral pyre for that 
purpose and are chanting the mantras. If only we could bathe you, who are 
but a corpse, in the blood drawn from the veins of Santan pase | patriot), our 
purpose would be fulfilled. MHaribole, Haribole (chanting the name of Hari). 
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| he Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 8rd November caunot help laughin 
129, 7 : at the nonsense uttered by the Pima =" pa 
The Pioneer's utterances. nection with the message sent by Mr. Keir 
Hardie to vs pte pv asking His Majesty the King to save the people of 
: m the ce aes ; : | 
-—_ - Th f vases in which the Bengalis held fast to their Swadeshi vow 
has, according to the hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 

Triumph of Swadeshs. 8rd November, excited the admiration of both 
tionds and foes alike. Those gentlemen who could not dispel their 
love for foreign articles so long have now pledged themselves not to 
‘ouch them, on account of the highhandedness of the officials. Our foes, 
on the other hand, says the paper, have been terrified to see the success and 
strength of mind of the Bengali ‘ Ln : 

131, The same paper refers to the small number of contracts entered into 
| by the Marwari merchants onthe lucky day this 

= year as compared with those in the past year and 
herein sees a retribution for sending patriots like Bipin Chandra Pal to jail. 

132. Under the sited ge heading the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 

: 8rd November gives statistics to show the falling 

Trimph of the Bengalis and the off in the imports of foreign shoes, candle, toys, 

eusaheiae cscs silk cloth, wine and, lastly, the Manchester goods, 

and then observes that it is no less creditable to the Bengalis whose solemn 

pledges and unity have tended to send the foreign trade toh—I. It is because 

of this downward current of the English trade that the English are trying 
so much to crush the Bengalis who have set this current flowing. 

133. The Hitvaria FCalontta_] of the 3rd November is glad at the good tid- 
ings conveyed through its Koilaghat contemporary 
(the Englishman) regarding the preaching of 
Swaray by a native lady in the zenana in a certain town of the United 
Provinces and the consequent disregard shown to the Missionary ladies in 
house-holds where they commended great respect. According to the journal, 
it is necessary that our ladies should know the present deplorable condition 
of the country and its causes, Their ancestors knew them, and as a result their 
children were patriots. The paper thanks the patriotic lady who has been the 
means of reducing the Missionary influence in the zenana, and hopes many 
more ladies would follow her example. As for the efforts of the Missionary 
lady who is exciting the Government to punish that patriotic lady, 
says that paper, although so anxious to obtain her punishment, the 
eee | lady had not the courage to reveal her own name, the name of the 
patriotic lady or the place to which her account refers. 

The paper hopes that, with the examples in Bengal before it, the United 
Provinces Government would not dare play with the fire. 

134, While complimenting the Raja of Manda in the United Provinces 

ie on his having resolved to spend a lumpsum of 

United Previnass, ua* + the money on giving relief to the starving population, 

instead of spending on entertainments to celebrate 

the birth of a son, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 4th November 

remarks, that notwithstanding there being famine in Bengal, Sir Andrew 

Vraser did not scruple to spend more than a lakh of rupees to provide a 

Natchghor (ballroom) for himself. The paper asks whether this is due to His 

Honour being a foreigner or what ? 

135. Noting that the demand of the country-made shoes has been so great 

a canes 4 7 in Dumka, in the Sonthal Parganas district, that 

Parganas, 3 «Ste Sonthal the local shoe-makers have been unable to supply 

it, and observing that the swadesht agitation has 

thus had the favourable effect of bringing a petty income to the native 

shoe-makers, the Hind? Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 4th November regrets that 

¢ Government executive are forming various resolutions in their minds to strike 

adeath blow at the movement, The paper, therefore, exclaims: ‘Surely, 
‘one can understand your ways, O Lord”! 

136. Under the marginally-noted headlines, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta ] 

PO oe of the 4th November writes :— 
Great triumph. What.a great combat? On one side there are 
the well armed English, and on the other the 


Swaraj in the genana. 
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armless Bengalis. Now, the impossible is become possible, and the old «,.: 
are turning out to be true. Now, a lion and a mouse have entered beg ag 
fight each other. And we are witnessing today during the British ry) 
what were never known during the Hinduand Muhamman : Satentio, ! 
of the country. The Bengalis did not fight the English, when ¢}, Gan 
in possession of arms, and when they could have fought if they liked, p : 
a serious fight is now going on between the two nations. a 

The question of arms apart, the Bengalis were more dead than aliyo 
having lost their religion, their country, goods, food-grains, cloths, health, and 
their oe and commerce. The foreign flag was waving as if over the 
heap of skeletons of the dead Bengalis. And, as a consequence, the English 
were altogether easy in mind, They did not even dream that the Ben galis 
would get alive again and make them tremble with their(the Bengalis’) valour in 
fighting. The political cries of the Bengalis passed off unheeded by the English 
as if they were the cries of their phantoms themelves. Also, the English were 
under the impression that the Beugalis would never revive, but they have 
contrary to their expectation, and, certainly, it is the English themselves that 
have helped them to life. So far as twenty years back the Bengails had 
awakened once before this to the sense of bettering their situation. But 
at that time fortune did not smile on them, and they again fell asleep as usual, 
But, now, the partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon has awakened them afresh, 

Seeing that while destitute of home articles, their country was full of 
foreign goods, the Bengalis took to advocating the swadesht. And, as a result, 
the devotion to swadesht movement and desire to boycott foreign goods began 
to manifest themeselves on the part of the people of East Bengal. But this 
was immediatly followed by a regular fight, the wielding of the regulation 
lathis, the incursion of the Gurkhas, the shouts of the Police, and the hurling 
down of the Sudarshun chakra (Vishnu’s discus with which he killed the 
demons) in the form of (Government) circulars. 

The people of East Bengal were armless, but notwithstanding they 
fought, with great spirit, with the English. ‘The English had balls, bullets, 
guns, muskets, swords, shields, and what not. But what had tne East Bengal 
—_ ? They had nothing except their lives. So, they staked their lives 
while fighting with them unarmed. 

The people of West Bengal also did not fear the arms of the English. 
They also fought with them with their lives, and they too came off victorious. 
The peculiar feature of the combat was that it was the Bengalis that had to 
suffer bloodshed, the English losing not even a drop.of their blood. Strictly 
speaking, the armless Bengalis have come off victorious in their recent fight with 
the Engiish, in the cause of the swadeski. The English are quite sensible of 
this. And it is for this reason that they are going to enact a new law entitled 
the ‘‘ Seditious Meetings Act.” 

The Marhattas have awakened, the Punjabis have awakned, the Bengalis 
a awakned. Let see when the people of the other parts of the country do 
the same. 

137. In an obituary notice of Upadhyay Brahmabandhay, the Navasakt 

(Calcutta ] of the 4th November says that Brahms- 

yp prabmabandhav as exposer of ‘bandhav’s life was a brilliant example of fearless 

© Feringhs. strug ) Sena 

gle against the demons who are opposed to 

the establishment of Swaraj in this country, Indians lick the Feringhi’s feet, 

while he kicks them in return for the wealth and honour which he takes away 

from them. It is by some magic influence that the Feringht makes us accept 

his artful politics, and Brahmabandhav made the people see through all this. 

-Brahmabandhav attacked the Feringht because his enchantment was the cause 
of all our miseries. 

138. In the course of a cuntribution a writer in the Navasakti [Calcutta] 

of the 5th November draws a parallel between the 

Can the present form of ad- story of Durjodhan (who, though he refused to 
ministration last? J . ’ ~~ ° 

concede even five villages to his cousins, the 

Pandavas, who had forfeited their kingdom to him, was at last ruined and 

killed by them) and the English who will not grant anything to Indians. 

Englishmen have forgotten the promises which they made of good govern- 

ment when they cleverly obtained the administration of Be from 
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Siraj-ud-Dowla, and also the promises contained in Queen Victoria’s Proclama- 
tion. So also did Durjodhan, and he had to pay a good penalty for this. 

Intoxicated as they are with the possession of empire, Engl ishmen should 
bear it in mind that they cannot enjoy the empire when they have broken 
their promise. Do they think that they can veg arg sway by means of 
oppression of the people Fa? by ry dus and Musalmans against 
each other, by deporting Lajput Rai and Ajit ingh, by making new laws for 
disarming the oy le, by stopping meetings, and by checking the Swadeshi 
agitation? If the 


ndians are united in their endeavour, they will never fail 
in it. What we want is only Swarqy. We do not wish harm to come to British 
rule; we want peace and a full meal every day. 

139. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 4th November contrasts India under 
Hindu and Musalman rule with India under Bri- 
tish rule, pointing out how in the past the country 
was one which its inhabitants could call their own, but how in the present it is 
in the occupation of Feringhis, and the natives of the soil have come to be 
strangers in their own country. ) 

Continuing, the paper suggests the taking of a walk in the Matdan and in 
the Eden Garden of an evening as a good object-lesson in this connexion. 

140. The Sandhya a of the 4th November writes: — 

hat the Feringhee should beat us tied can be 
tolerated, has been tolerated for 500 year’s and 
will be tolerated, God knows, for how much longer. But that he should 
insult us by making fools of us is intolerable. That you should set us by the 
ears like rams, and from a distance clap your hands and see the fun, it is 
this which hurts us at the core of our hearts, That in spite of seeing.through 
this mean trickery of yours, we shall have to salaam you as the masters of this 
country that isa cause of grief to us which none but God will be able to remove. 
When that day will come, who knows. 
_ Feringhi, there is nobody in our country who loves you, there is none 
loyal ; perhaps no one in this country can be loyal to the fullest extent. It 
is because some are shrivelled by a vague fear of the future, that they bow to 
you from a distance. And you are such a knowingly sinful party, that 
accepting this vow as genuine, you proclaim the Indian’s attachment to the 
feringhee and take credit to yourself therefor. If the truth is to be said, there 
may be a moderate and an extremist party in this country in name, but in 
fact all have the same ideas and aspirations. 

141. Regarding the suggestions lately made by the Englishman newspaper 
of Calcutta, and the adoption of more drastic measures against the promoters of 
sedition than that contemplated by the Seditious Meetings Bill, the Sandhya 
[Calcutta] of the 4th November writes :— 

This is straight talk, such as be fits men. But know that the flame cannot 
be kept hid under the ashes for ever; that men can- 
not be treated as monkeys always; and reddening 
your eye at us will not do any longer. We shall die, bat dying we shall live 
again, and shall look forward hopefully to being a witness of your sorrows and 
your torments here. 

_  Feringhi, do not threaten us with oppression. To be threatened by you, 
is a very old game with us—we have p ayed it ever so many times. In the 
name of the Mother we have floated the barque of swadesh on the sew of life ; 
the barque does not and will not sink, There is no fear for any of us. But, 
Seringht, be careful yourself. 

142, The Sandhya Calcutta] of the 5th November has a leader, from 

ene ... which the following are extracts:— 

point oe Rens A piece of pees Pad not part with its blackness, 

even if it is washed a hundred times, Our minds 
are like a piece of coal, for inspite of the incarceration of many mnocent men 
for the sake of thé swadesht, the sentences of whipping passed on boys, and the 
whole host of Government officials determined to hoodwink us and to prove 
us to be fools, we still think that the feringhi will not altogether give u all sense 
of justice, charity and kindnese, and lose his humanity entirely. We almost 
hope that the feringhi is now exasperated and is acting thoughtlessly, but that 
in his cooler mood he will check himself, Why else should we get angry at the 
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sentence of six months’ rigorous imprisonment passed on Maulvi Liakat 
Husain? We are shocked at any act of oppression or injustice done by one 
whom we love and respect as an honest man, but are never angry or grieved 
—— such things done by a person whom we know to be oppressive and 
selfish. 

The feringht will rule this couutry, and also trade here. With him 
trade is the first consideration, and administration next. He wants to 
enrich his own people with the money obtained from this country, and that 
is the sole object of his rule, notwithstanding whatever Lord Minto, or 
the smaller Lats who take their cue from him, may say. The swadeshi 
and the “boycott” are injuring the /eringhi’s commerce, though by 
reason of enriching the people, they are beneficial to the Government, 
since the welfare of the irene ent is closely connected with the 
prosperity of the people. The Feringhi, however, would have his trade 
and his rule both at the same time and that is impossible. The result is 
that we are suffering hardships, and our ruler, the Feringht trader, has become 
narrow-minded. That is why justice is perverted, the system of administration 
is tainted, the judges have become dishonest and the Governors have become 
thoughtless. 

“Still, we persist in our belief (in the goodness of the feringht) which we have 
cherished since our childhood. Still the coal is black. It is on = a spark in the 
form of a capable leader that can put this coal to a red glow. But who will do 
it now that Bramabandhnb is gone? We can have this fire in our hearts if we 
can think of the whole country and the whole society as our own. But who will 
help the different communities to know each other ? 

143. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 5th November publishes a report, 

, __ which appeared in the Bengalee, of a girl in the 
areadeshs preached by 8 girl village of Beloon (near Pundooah) who fell into a 
trance on the second day of the Durga Puja and 
said that the goddess was angry with the inhabitants of that village at not 
having given up the use of foreign goods. The girl also said that the goddess 
will always help her Swadeshi children, and that they need not be airaid of 
oppression by the Feringht. As a result of this miracle, the villagers have 
destroyed all delatt goods and taken the Swadeshs vow. 
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Il.—Homs ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)}—Police. 


1206. Bande Mataram thinks itself perfectly justified in questioning the 
_._,, credentials of those who are held to constitute 
“The People's Commission. the People’s Commission. It argues that a Commis- 
sion to be recognised as the People’s Commission should be appointed at the 
demand of the people by their accredited leaders, The peopie had not demand- 
ed the appointment of this Commission, nor iad it been appointed by their 
leaders. ‘The action of this self-appointed Commission is therefore in no way 
binding on the people. The journal also questions the object of this Commis- 
sion. The people are convinced that the police are responsible for the riots 
and that they took an active part in it. The Government, on the ather hand. 
is couvinced that the police behaved as angels. It is impossible to bring about 
a compromise, and a compromise no party wants. Under the circumstances 
the only course left for the Commission to justify its pe wre: is to formulate 
a plan for organising the resources of the —_ witha view to preventing.a 
recurrence of such riots and to advance a policy of self-help. It fails to 
understand how the appointment of Mr. Weston can benefit the people. ‘Such 
Commissions are always a convenient courss to whitewash the bureaucracy, and 
when their findings do not chime in with the views of the Government, their 
reports are kept as curiosities only.” The journal concludes by stating that 
the ‘‘ People’s Commission” could have justified itself only by doing something 
towards arranging to give proper compensation to those who have suffered 
loss by the fury of the mob, 
1207. Commenting on the evidence of Kumar Monmotho Nath Mitter 
Tie wnsllictel ennel before the unofficial Commissign, the Bengalee thinks 
aaa that it may be easy for Government, in the intoxi- 
cation of irresponsible power, to ignore that testimony and to triumphantly 
declare that it will take no notice of the unofficial enquiry because the official 
enquiry has proved abortive, But a position like this is not only illogical but 
extremely unwise, as the Government will possibly discover someday. It can 
no longer plead want of material, and if the present opportunity is not availed 
of for a sifting enquiry into the matter, Government will have only itself to 
thank if the result be to alienate the people still further from it. 
1208. The Amrita Bazar Pairika declares that if the po a 
_ which recently disgraced the administration o 
oa METRO  Colealie be skpveseteaied, so is the manner in 
which the incident has been sought to be disposed of by the authorities. 
The journal trusts that Mr. Weston will enquire into the following points: (1) 
Who was responsible for the Beadon Square disturbance of the 2nd October ? 
(2) Why was a police demonstration made in the evening of the next day? (3 
Is it a fact that the police got information that a disturbance and looting woul 
take place on the 3rd? If so, why were not the public warned? (4) From 
whom did the police get this information? (5) How was it that no steps were 
taken to stop hooliganism in the northern part of the town, though so many 
police offcers were posted near Beadon Square? (6) Is it a fact that only the 
people residing within the jurisdiction of Superintendent Aldridge suffered and 
that some of his Inspectors refused to take complaints and showed no willingness 
to help the sufferers? Even if many complainants do not attend the Court of 
Mr. Weston, he can certainly elicit correct information on all these important 
points, and clear up the mystery of the looting affair. | 
1209. Referring to the recent charges on which Maulvi Liakat Husain 
Meulvi Liskat Hussie. has been hauled up for trial, the Bengalee states 
that the public believe that the action of the 
Government is directed tuwards crushing swadeshi, ‘The Maulvi is not only 
& swadeshi preacher, but ore of the staunchest advocates of that movement. 
He is, besides, a Muhammadan and is therefore bound to exercise an influence 
upon the Muhammadan masses which the average Hindu preacher may not be 
able todo. It is for this reason, so pe%ple think, that the bureaucracy 1s 80 
anxious to crush him. 
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1210. In connection with the Rengal Government’s Resolution on 


riots, the Amrita Buzar Patrika declares i 

PS pg os el gg — simply staggered that such authorities ms sie 

Andrew Fraser, his Chief Secretary Mr, Gait, and — 
Mr. Commissioner Collin, should allow themselves to play so hopelessly into the 
hands of the — Their attitude is all the more inexplicable as they hays 
sought to whitewash the grave lapses of the police in an unblushing manner 
in the face of startling revelations brought to light at the people’s Commission 
It seems they clean forgot the fact that they were not irresponsible parties 
and could not therefore talk like ordinary people. The Resolution of the 
Government is not only unworthy of the exalted. position which the Lieutenant. 
Governor and his Chief Secretary hold, but it adds gross insult to the graye 
injury which the Bengali community has suffered at the hands of the 
Calcutta police. In short, the decision of the Bengal Government will not 
enhance its reputation for justice, fairness, and impartiality, but make it stil} 
more intensely unpopular with the people than it is now. 

1211. Commenting on the Resolution of the Bengal Government on the 

Hon’ble Mr. Collin’s report on the looting in 
one oot Government's Resolu- Calcutta, the Bengalee remarks that “a more unsatis. 
ion. , : : 

factory official report can hardly be imagined.” 
that every paragraph and every single sentence of every paragraph of the 
Resolution teems with statements of facts and inferences therefrom, of a con- 
troversial nature, which the public would not accept. Government knows 
this perfectly well. But these are times in which anything can be said 
about and against Indians. A Government Resolution is, however, con- 
sidered as being hardly the place for the repetition of such a calumn 
against “‘ respectable Bengalis” as the Bengal Government has promulgated. 
The journal asks the Government what possible good the publication of the 
Resolution on the evesof Mr. Weston’s enquiry can do. ‘‘ Was this the proper 
time for Governmert to notify to all and sundry that they are prejudiced 
against the public and are in favour of the police ?” 

1213. The Hindoo Pairiot is of opinion that disappointing as the report on 

the recent riots and the Resolution based on it, may 
Government and the late riots. = rove to the public, they show how strong is the 
need of starting a fresh investigation of a more sifting and impartial character. 
The facts have not been elicited by the late enquiry, though several assum 
tions have been made, and the police seems to have been treated with a con- 
sideration which has not been shown to the public. There is no reason why 
the depositions of one party should be more readily believed than those of the 
other, and why the statements of the police and the tramway men more trusted 
than those of the private witnesses. In conclusion, the journal states that the 
public are grateful to Government for the appointment of a second Commis 
sion and trusts that Mr. Weston will be afforded due facilities for conducting 
the enquiry on right lines. 

1213. The Mussalman declares that the recent riots in Calcutta clearly show 
the disposition of the local authorities towards the 
agitation of the people for the betterment of their 
economic and political condition; that the people when brutally maltreated, 
are prepared, under the pressure of extreme necessity, to retaliate; and that i 
Bengal even, where the people are proverbially docile, persecution defeats its 
own end. Had not the authorities connived at the outrages perpetrated by the 
subordinate police, it is difficult to believe that the pzrahawallas would have 
dared to do the enormous mischief they have committed. 

1214. Referring to the censure of Mr, Collin by the Bengal Government 

for the manner in which he conducted the enquiry, 

Ble sition of the Govern- the Amrita Bazar Patrika remarks that Sir Andrew 
’ — Fraser is so good that he would rather allow® 
subordinate to disregard his order than put the latter to any inconvenience 
by compelling him to obey it. Although Sir Andrew has preferred 8 string 
of serious charges against Mr. Collin, he has punished the latter by allowing 


the recent 


The Calcutta riots. 


him to go home. The journal sympathises with His Honour’s humiliating 
position, His helplessness has led the leaders of public opinion to appoint & 
Commision of their own to ascertain and publish all the ugly facts which were 
either not enquired into or concealed by Mr. Collin. All this might have been 
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avoided if the Lieutenant-Governor had been a little firm and compelled 
Mr. Collin to wait a week more; but in that case, he wonld have offended his 
subordinate. As a matter of fact it is not the Chiefs, but their. subordinates 
who now rule and are the masters of the situation. Such is the present-da 
policy and hence it is that the worst form of police rule has been aiasdaeed 
‘nto the country. The journal concludes with the statement that the Govern- 
ment has committed a great blunder by publishing its resolution without 
waiting fur the reports of Mr. Weston and the non-official Commission. It had 
absolutely no business to bring ridicule upon itself by publishing it. 

1215. Commenting on the refusal of the Lieutenant-Governor to recognize 

the People’s Commission, the Bengalce observes that, 
The — and the Cal- in the lurid light of the mass of evidence recorded 
— by this Commission, it is not difficult to see why 
the authorities are unwilling to have the matter sifted, and, as they have no 
means to stop the Commission, they now want to ignore it altogether. It is 
clear that the police in Calcutta have completely got out of hand, and to give 
them further indulgence would be to demoralize them beyond all future 
correction. The Government may wink at their excesses, but a time will 
come when it will have to repent without remedy. The Commission may be 
called ‘‘ self-appointed ” or an unauthorised triumvirate, but the fact remains 
that, to the lasting disgrace of the aduinistration, no less than 109 specific cases 
of the grossest oppression have been deposed to by no less than 150 persons, 
mostly carrying marks of violence, and every one having a most harrowing 
account to narrate of the lawlessness of the police, both Indian and European. 

1216, Commenting on _ pei a of Rs. vate to “e* oor aw apg salary, 

the ‘iussalman says that Mr. Kingsford is one of 

—— ee” es opular Presidency Manisieates that it 

has come across for a long time, and its inference is that unpopularity in a 

Government official of the present time and promotion go hand in hand, and 
the greater the amount of his unpopularity the greater is the reward he gets. 

1217, Referring to the appeal made by some of the leading townsmen 

, for relief subscriptions on behalf of those who 

saan suffered during the recent riots, the Bengalee 

remarks that as Government has refused to afford any help to the aggrieved 

persons, the nation must come to their rescue. It is considered a funny 

arrangement that the accredited guardians of law and order should either 

inflict suffering themselves or connive at its infliction, and the nation should 

come forward to relieve it. But many anomalies of this kind will have to be 

patiently borne so long as the present unnatural form and system of Govern- 
ment prevail. 

1218. Commenting on the Governmeut Resolution on Mr. Collin’s 

enquiry the Bengal considers it a vindication 
Mee Government Resolution on of the Police from start to finish. The Police, the 
- Collin’s enquiry. : . ° 

journal says, is the right arm of the Government 
and its credit means the credit of the Government. Day by day at 
each successive evolution of the present-day policy of the Government, police rule 
is becoming stronger and stronger. The Magistrate on the bench unblushingly 
avows that it is his duty to support the police and it is no wonder that the execu- 
tive Government should seek to vindicate it, when it is charged with outrages 
which have never been associated with British rule. It is consequently not 
difficult to understand why Mr. Weston’s enquiry has proved a fiasco. ‘I'he 
public can have no confidence in a purely official enquiry in which « 
department of Government is charged with grave misconduct. Mr. Collin’s 
enquiry has given them a foretaste of such an enquiry ; and they are inno mood 
to waste their time by giving evidence before another official commission. 
4 vig unhappy state of things, but the Government is entirely responsible 

or it. : 

1219. Commenting on Mr. Weston’s enquiry into the recent Calcutta 
riots, the Amrita Bazar Patrika is of opinion that 
ed: the discourteous manner in which Superintendent 
Aldridge is crossing-examiuing the complainants and their witnesses in the 
court of Mr. Weston, will not encourage many to appear before the latter. 
The journal says:—“It was a mistake, as we pointed out the other day, to 


Mr. Weston’s enquiry. 
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appoint Mr. Aldridge, in whose jurisdiction the riots had. taken. lace, to 


represent the police. For, there may be people residing in his ; P 
who do not choose to offend him by telling the real nithys At ak Agppenn 
not be allowed to put irrelevant and insulting questions.” 


| (b}—— Working of the Courts, 


1220. The Bengalee = ane occupant of the office of Chief Pre- 
3 ‘aod _ sidency Magistrate of Calcutta has always in ¢ 
preeecutae nate who i 8lt0 8 ast recognized that on the bench he s a J sles 
and not a prosecutor. We regtet to have to sa 
that Mr. Kingsford has, in a recent case, notably departed from this judicial 
attitude. In the case against Moulvi Leakat Husain under section 188, 
I. P. C., Mr. Kingsford suggested that he should be tried under the second 
and the more serious part of the section. Was this consistent with his 
duty as a Judge—was it not calculated to shake the confidence of the accused, 
and, we may add, of the public, in his impartiality as a Judge in this: cage? 
Of course, the police were ready with the necessary evidence, although they 
had never thought of it before.” | . 
1221. The Amrita Bazar Pairika finds it impossible to offer any comment 
: upon such a diabolical result as the acquittal of the 
accused in the Rawalpindi case. It is apt to make 
even “the denizens of pandemonium hide their faces in shame.” It is gross 
miscarriage of justice of this sort and not the so-called inflammatory writings 
and speeches, that make the administration nauseating to the masses. 


1222. The Amrita Bazar Patrikais curious to know why the patriotic 

stentik ainied! tileils: Maulvi has been convicted at all: Mr. Kingsford 

Pa sie _, has somehow or other established his guilt, but the 

journal does not see what connection the procession of Liakat had with the 
alleged pelting of stones at the police and the attack on Sergeant Walters. 


1223. The Bengalee states that though it was well known the Maulvi 
tits Vtaiicd Oidaealid had incurred burcaucratic wrath for his zeal towards 
SUE EEE NLS ES gwadeshi, the public were hardly prepared for such 
@ severe sentence as six month’s rigorous imprisonment, seeing that there was 
a conflicting mass of evidence proving and disproving his guilt. Although 
the defence witnesses were no less emphatic in their exculpation of the Maulvi 
than the police witnesses were in their condemnation of him, Mr. Kingford 
chose to place more reliance on the evidence of the former. The sentence 1s 
considored as monstrous and an outrage on public sentiment. 


1224. Referring to the conviction of Maulvi Liakat Hussain, Bande 
Mataram remarks that the self-sacrifice of this old 
man has awakened the masses and when the news 
will reach them that the “dear old Maulvi” will henceforth be face to face 
with the horrors of the jail warder’s baton, they will certainly be possessed by @ 
determination to act up to his wishes. This is the only encouraging feature 
of the situation. And the journal is confident that his persecution will only 
strengthen the cause which he had so much at heart. Leakat is considered 
as one of the prominent pioneers in that weary pilgrimage which Mr. Morley 
has recommended for the development of a political personality. 


1225. The Bengalee is of opinion that though the sentence of 6 months’ 
rigorous imprisonment passed on Maulvi Liakat 
Hossain’s case was monstrous, the ground for 
this extraordinary sentence was, if possible, still more extraordinary. Assum- 
ing that the defiant attitude of a certain procession led by the Maulvi resulted 
in stone-throwing and other disorders which culminated in the attack on 
Sergeant Walters, it does not follow that a procession, which marched through 
certain streets other than Beadon Street about 20 days after this occurrence, 
was likely to have the same effect. If the reasoning of the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate is sound, a clause ought to: have been added to the: Seditious 


Meetings Act, invalidating all processions, whether in Calcutta or elsewhere, 
whether attended by twenty persons or more. 


The Rawalpindi rape case. 


Another pioneer in the pilgrimage. 


Maulvi Liakat Hossain’s case. 
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6. The Bengalee, commenting on the verdict of the Coroner’s jury to 

oH js the effect ‘hat the death of one Rajani Sesto Des 

The Calcutta Police and the was due to tetanus resulting from a scalp-wound 
recent riots. inflicted with a /athi by an unknown parawallah, 
declares that noamount of official whitewashing can nullify the effect of a 


verdict like this. The culprit should be discovered. The conspiracy of 


silence should be broken through, or if that be impossible the entire thana 
should be punished. An example should be set which would act as a deterrent 
and teach policemen that they are not above the law. 


(d)— Education. 


1227. A correspondent of the Bengalee writes :— 
The Calcutta Medical College students have 
Kali Puja and the Medical 1] along enjoyed the gazetted holidays but the 
College. het: PBB 
present officiating Principal, Dr. Drury, has 
thought fit not to allow any holiday to the students on the occasion of the Kali 
Puja. He thinks Kali Puja to be no more important than Dashohara.” 


(e)}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


1228, The Darjeeling correspondent of the Bengalee, referring to the con- 
templated exclusion of nativesin dhooties from the 
Victoria Pleasure Park, remarks that the park is 
now maintained by the Darjeeling Improvement Fund, which is fed by Indian 
money, and nothing is more absurd than the attempt to exclude “natives 
clad in dhooties’’ from the very park which is maintained by them. 

1229. A correspondent of the Bengalee complains that Calcutta foot-paths 
are becoming impassible day by day owing to the 
numerous shopkeepers spreading their shops and 
the buzzling crowd of purchasers attending them, and expresses a regret that 
these shopkeepers should be allowed to do what they like. 


(h)— General. 


1230. With reference to the second prosecution of the Sandhys, the Bande 
Belt Mataram declares that if the bureaucracy really 
, eee thinks that by this measure it can suppress the 
per, it will soon find that it leans on a bruised reed for support. The 
ureaucracy has failed to suppress the Yuganiar effectually by two successive 
prosecutions and consequent conviction. The bureaucracy has not the power 
to stop the tide that is sweeping over the country. In the meantime the 
sufferers will find solace in the sympathy of their countrymen and the appro- 
bation of their own conscience. 

1231. Bande Mataram remarks that if there are martyrs to the national 
cause, there are also martyrs to the so-called bene- 
volent despotism under which the people hve, The 
ovations given to those who suffer for their country are like adding insult to 
injury to the bureaucracy and it is therefore a strategic move to seek to create 
an opposite sort of martyrdom among themselves, The ess has already 
begun with an increase of salary to Mr. Kingsford, and the journal believes 
that the number of bureaucratic martyrs will soon arg. i 

1232, The Amrita Bazar Patrika observes that though Eastern Bengal 
has hitherto enjoyed the distinction of being 
governed on Russian methods, thanks to the 
administration of criminal justice by Mr. Kingsford, the Chief Peagidency 

y 


Exclasion of natives. 


Calcutta foot-paths. 


Mr. Kingsford a martyr. 


Both Bengals in the same boat. 


Magistrate, Calcutta also finds itself in the same happy condition as Barisa 
Mymensingh or any other town in the new Province. One of the reasons wh 
people are losing confidence in British justice, is the influence which the police 
ave come to exercise over Magistrates trying police cases. Naturally enough, 
when he or his subordinates have to try any cases, 10 which the executive are 
interested, consciously or unconsciously a certain amount of bies 18 shown in 
favour of the police prosecutors. In Calcutta, the police are no doubt not 
under the control of the Chief Presidency Magistrate, and so long as he was 
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a Barrister he held the balance impartially between the people an por 
But since the appointment of a Civilian to this p Ou fastioe +d od tr 
administered in the imperial city in the same nauseating way as in the mufassal 
and Mr, Kingsford has out-heroded all his predecessors by openly taking sides 
with the police and believing their statements as Gospel truth. - 

of the 


1233. The Amirta Bazar Saga referring to the reconstitution 
_. Vatious departments of Government 
‘ a. Surgeons and Civil absolutely necessary owing to a a kh oe 
ditions and circumstances, urges that the claj 
; P . » “UZ © claims 
of both Assistant Surgeons and Civil Hospital Assistants should not be over 
looked, not merely in their interests but also in those of the public and of 
humanity. 
1234. The Bengalee observes an apparent contradiction between the 
. notification announciny that the Seditious Meetin 
ditties ate Ba. and the Act shall have operation in the Province of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam and the statement made by the 
Viceroy that the operation of the Act would be confined to the district of 
Backergunge, If Backergunge has been singled out becausz it is a great strong- 
hold of swadeshism, the journal assures Government that repression will not 
kill it. It has helped it in the past, it will help it in the future. 


III.— LEGIsLation. 


1235. Referring to — os. -_ Mussalman refuses to believe that 
ia the real object of the Government of India in 
snaelerbaaandtea stage lidoedesion thie Bill is the prevention of sedition, 
The existing law is quite sufficient to put down sedition if there be any. 
Therefore, in its opinion, the real object of the Government is to arrest the 
further propagation of the swadeshi spirit among the masses. The Government 
has, however, committed a glaring mistake in thinking that any power on earth 
can now arrest the new spirit so ascendant in the country. Repression has 
helped the people’s cause and further repression will further help it. 
1236. Commenting on Sir Harvey Adamson’s speech placing the report 
wikia of the Select Committee before the Council, the 
— Bengalee congratulates Sir Harvey on such a clear 
exposition of the bureaucratic attitude towards the present political situation in 
India. One need hardly wonder at his candid confession that the measure 
was @ repressive one of considerable potency. Repression, drastic and 
universal, ought to be the logical outcome of the ruling ideas of Indian 
officialdom. Public opinion cannot be expected to influence the Government 
to abandon a measure which has been expressly devised to suppress that 
opinion. 
J 1237. The Indian Mirror commenting on the Seditious Meetings Bill says 
Why showld the Soediticns that the Bill is bad in every respect, and whether 
Meetings Bill be rushed through it remains in force for three years or in perpetuity, 
the Council at SimlaP == its immediate effect will be to shake the confidence 
of the people in a Government that has always been noted for its toleration 
of free criticisms of its measure. Deplorable as the Bill is from every point of 
view it is still more deplorable that it should be rushed through the Council 
at Simla where the Government is practically out of touch with the people. 
The Bill affects the most vital interests of the people, as well as important 
principles of the administration, and the journal thinks a grave injustice will 
be done to the people if they are not allowed sufficient opportunity to discuss 
the measure. - iiigeh ether 
1239. Referring to the argument of the Times of India to the effect that 
sated cy the Seditious Meetings Bill cannot be so hideous 
ii ert Abate @ thing as the Indian Press tries to make out, 
Bande Mataram remarks that it is against its principle to discuss the merits 
of the Bill ‘which is by no means unwelcome to it. The sufferings that 
this latest addition to the legal armoury of the bureaucracy must cause to the 
people, cannot but set them on that weary pilgrimage to liberty which 
even Mr. Morley recommends. But it concludes from the mild remonstrance of 
the two Indian members against the Bill, that ‘“‘ moderate politics” has rightly 
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raphrased as mendicancy, The people of India have consequently lost 
“7 phar ence in moderate politics, They feel that they are eal ws 
humiliated by their so-called representatives in the Councils and have ceasec 
to take an interest in their doings, They leave Messrs. Ghosh and Gokhale 
to chew the cud of worn-out platitudes and decide on their own course of action 
‘2 view of the repressions for which they were already prepared. 
1240, The Telegraph is of opinion that the best way to cure any political 
disease is to remove the cause or causes which have 
brought it about, But, it says, the bureaucracy in 
‘ts utter folly, has been doggedly pursuing @ very wrong policy, and has 
thereby been adding fuel to fire. It has become so perverted that it has 
deliberately sealed its ear against the voice of reason. Hence the journal fears 
that the present bureaucratic thunder, when hurled at the agitated people, will 
not only fail to accomplish the desired object, but will drive the discontent 
deeper into the hearts of the people, ‘The Seditious Meetings Bill when 
passed into law, will work mischief in two ways:—first, some zealous and 
corrupt police officers will irritate and exasperate the people by undue inter- 
ference, and secondly, the agitator will carry on his work more thoroughly b 
mixing with the people more closely. Never in the history of the British 
administration in India has such an ill-conceived measure been brought upon 
the legislative anvil and carried through it. It shows how the conscience of 
the bureaucracy makes it intolerant of free criticism.” 
1241. Commenting on the debate on the Seditious Meetings Bill at the 
os | meeting of the Supreme Legislative Council, the 
_Debateon the Seditious Meet- Bengalee remarks that it is a pity that Bills in this 
<p onary do not automatically become laws. The 
waste of time and energy that is often involved in the passage of a Bill through 
the Council can possibly do no good to anybody. If reasonand judgment must 
be permanently ata disconnt and the mere will of the executive Government 
supreme for all time, legislation degenerates into a farce, ) 
1242. The Bengalee states that the Hon’ble Sir Harvey Adamson’s reply 
to Mr. Gokhale’s questions about Lala Lajpat Rai 
is not materially different from what might have 
been expected. ‘The reply is as evasive as it 
could possibly be. In reply to one of the questions the Home Member said 
that the Government did not propose to review afresh the case of Lajpat Rai. 
The question did not ask Government to review the case, but only the informa- 
tion on which the deportation was based. Whatever that information may be, 
it is open to Government at every stage to review it, The fact that 
the Government even declines to do this, is not likely to improve its position 
in the eyes of the people.” : 
1243. The Amrita Bazar Patrika, commenting on the passing of the 
Wan ie oneal Seditious Meetings Bill, is of opinion that Indian 
Bet sia members, by sticking to their seats in the Council, 
serve nobody inthe world, They neither serve the country, the Government, 
uor themselves. On the other hand, their presence in the Council is calculated 
todo some great mischief. It enubles the rulers to declare before the world 
that they pass all legislative measures in consuliation with, and after taking the 
votes of, the representatives of the people. If the Indian members were not 
present in the Council and had taken no part in its proceedings, the whole 
odium of the measure would attach to officials. Now the Government might 
very well say that they gave every opportunity to the Indian representatives to 
convince their official colleagues of the inadvisability of the measure, but as 
oe pene to do so, or defeat them with their votes, the measure was fairly 
assed. 
1.44. In connection with the opposition put forward by the Hon’ble 
Dr. Ghose and the Hon’ble Mr Go hale against 
the passing of the Seditious Meetings Bill, the 
the Bande Mataram writes :— ae ; 
“Ts not the cup of humiliation full to the brim? Is your patriotism still to 
® entrapped by the deceitful smiles, smooth promises, and no performances ? 
il it not yet harness itself to the free service of the mother and shake loose 
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subject it? Sufferance may be the badge of your tribe, but these inal: 
interrogatories “Has a Jew eyes?” “hasa Jew hands, organs, pF ms, 
sense, affections, passions ?” should now stimulate your stoic indifferen; 1 


er i 
living love for your mother! Even Sir Harvey Adamson has sonata ha 


co-operation of those alone, who can be patriotic but yet loyal to the al: 
absolutism. It is high time you thought whether to still pote en to te 


» the incompati- 


laughing-stock of the world by seeking to associate sentiments 
bility of which even the bureaucracy has to admit.” 


1245. The Indian Mirror considers it was a deplorable mistake to haye 


‘ia die ditt bie armed re a with Meir for disturbing the 
° ous ngs Act privacy of the home on the pretest that a gather; 
oe Wan ee twenty persons chenpeael either of famile 
members or friends and relations is liable to be 
presumed as a public meeting. A greater travesty of the law of presumption 
it is impossible to conceive. The Act teems with with curious anomalies, and 
it does not speak well of the legal wisdom of the Government of India to have 
dignified this awkward and defective measure into a statute of the realm. All 
the fruits of haste and short-sightedness of judgment, warped by passions and 
led away by prejudices, are clearly stamped upon it. 
1246. Commenting > a recent Rg oe in _ : 1 ta Bazar Paitrike 
iscussing the futility of Indian members sittin 
a in the Genuall, Base Mataram writes :— ’ 
“We all know what the professions of the bureaucracy are worth. Those 
amongst us who still seek association with them are traitors to the country. 
Far from rendering any service to the motherland they only insult and humili- 
ate her by being a party to such a sham, ineffectual, and disgraceful, system of 
representation. The Pairika should be content not only with airing its views 
on the matter but organise a movement, to put pressure on our people not to 
have anything to do with the bureaucracy with whom the will of the people 
counts as mere dust in the balance. A more well-organised and extensive 
scheme of passive resistance is necessary to meet the present situation, The 
people are smarting under the sting of the bureaucratic insult, and here is an 
opportunity to put the whole people on the path of self-help.” 
1247. Referring to the statement made by Sir H. Adamson in 
Council, to the effect that Indian members did not 
Sir H. Adamson end Indian attend the Council at Simla because they did not 
members. consider the Public Meetings Bill to be of such 
vital importance, the Bengalce remarks that the real 
cause of their not going up was that they knew they could do little or nothing 
by their speeches. he Government had made up its mind it was infallible, 
and it had an overwhelming majority. Under the circumstances they did not 
care to undertake the journey to Simla. 
1248. The Bengalee declares that the passing of the Sedition Act marks 
i the climax of the repressive policy inaugurated in 
Sanne Set the administration of this country since the time of 


Lord Curzon. The bulk of the male Indian population cannot leave ther 


nts and cling to their wives, There is consequently many an Indian 
amily where the adult members number more than twenty, and if they happen 
to discuss any matter, even with closed doors, they would be amenable under 
the present law. Can anything be more ener than this? The halting 
defence of the measure attempted by Sir Harvey Adamson, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Baker, and the Viceroy himself, carries with it sufficient condemnation. 
It is neither by ordinances nor by repressive measures like the Sedition Act 
that peace can be restored. Repressive measures defeat their owa purposes. 
Come what will, under the guidance of Divine ordinance, the country will 
work out its own salvation. 


V.—ProsPpects OF rse Crors anp ConpDITION OP THE PEOPLE. 


1249. The Bengalce trusts that Government will keep a watchful eye oD 
| the impending scarcity in Bengal. Sedition-hunt- 


 Tmpending scarcity in Bengal. = ing may be an agreeable occupation, but te prevent 


-afamine, where it is possible tu take precautionary steps, is at least 4 


imperative duty. 


( 471 ) 


1249. The Indian Mirror considers Mr. Morley’s = to be a declaration 
not at Arbroath, Of the policy which the Liberal Government has 
Mr. Morley'sspeech at Arbroath. 7 vided to adopt in connection with the existi 
situation in India. Mr. Morley would seem to be of opinion that his Libe 
rinciples are not suited to India. The speech on the whole is considered most 
‘isappointing in spite of the fine sentiments which it breathes here and there. 
1250. Bande Mataram states that those who decry the present movement as 
oa tail mere sound and fury, wilfully shut their eyes to the 
Dee eee immense change it has wrought in the character of 
the people. It publishes official testimony showing the industrial revival of the 
country, and remarks-that such improvements have come with the sound and 
fury which is now being denounced by the Loyalists, the Moderates, and the 
Bureaucracy. | 
1251. The Amrita Bazar Pairika observes that India has now reached a 
es | stage when the 280 millions of the people must 
BF, J a the stand with folded hands before their rulers for help 
oe in time of famine, for protection against police 
rule, for justice and sympathy, while the rulers will not deign to give them a 
hearing or care to be moved by a clamour. The result is that these 
280 millions of the ruled have lost all self-respect; they have forgotten to rely 
and depend on themselves and have been reduced to the condition of whinin 
dogs. As regards the rulers, knowing themselves to be irresistible and wit 
no master to criticise their actions or punish them for their blunders, they are 
day by day getting more and more unsympathetic and despotically disposed 
and sometimes remorselessly pitiless. 

1252. The Bengalee says that if Mr. Morley were really to seek an 
explanation of the prevailing discontent, instead of 
dismissing it as vague, he would possibly find that 
in speaking of the “new and undreamt of unity” he has unconsciously stumbled 
upon what is undoubtedly one of its main causes. The fact is, there are forces 
at work in the country which have long been tending to make the different 
races inhabiting it into one homogeneous nation. Mr. Morley’s vision must be 
ef defective indeed if he has so far failed to see that there is a very clear 
and definite discontent in the country connected primarily with the principles 
of the administration and secondarily with its methods. If this discontent is 
not removed by timely concessions, it may any day assume proportions which 
nobody who is as well read in history as Mr Morley can affect to ignore. 


1253. Commenting on the statement made by Mr. Morley in his 

oe - Arbroath speech to the effect that before a people 

ee et seditious message of can attain freedom they will have to go through 
r. ey. 

many weary steps, Bande Mataram observes that 

Mr. Morley is playing in disguise the role of Saviour of this country. He first 

points out to the people the ‘weary steps” they must traverse before they can 

have a true political personality, and then appeals through the medium of the 

Seditious Meetings Bill to the better mind of India to induce it to apply itself 

practically to the betterment of the community. From the day the Bull passes 

into law, such betterment will be definitely assured. The Bill is sure to drive 


“A new and undreamt of unity.” 
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sedition successfully out of the town into the. country, and the political — 


enthusiasts will then hold their conferences in the villages ‘safe from the 
inquisitorial impertinences of the police. 
1254. Panna Lall Mitter, of Calcutta, in a letter to the Bande Mataram 
Nati dated the 28th October, writes: —‘' Permit me 
wide dress and national through the medium of your much esteemed an 
. valuable journal, to say a few words to my country: 
men in connection with their dress, their food, and their religion. My country- 
men, if they ever aspire to be great and strong, should do well to wear a 
national dress, which should be used by the rich and the poor alike. They 
should take such food as will make them strong—meat being preferable in my 
pinion. They must have a national religion too. I beg to suggest that 
Shaibism” be established as a national religion, for the worship of : Siva ¥ 
dates from time immemorial and everv one is also privileged to worship ‘‘ Siva. 


Bawps MafaraM 
80th Oct. 1907. 
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Let us imitate the example of Japan in the matter of our dress. In his book 
entitled the ‘ Mittra Rahasya’ which is being freely distributed by 


: the author, 
Srijut Behari Lal Mittra has clearly shown that the greatness of our co 


solely depends on the uniformity of our dress, food, and religion, ry L 


deserves our best and warmest thanks for his utmost endeavours to introduce 
a national dress and a national religion.”’ 


1255. Bande Mataram states that the hasty, hideous, indecent, and savage 


yell that has been raised in the English P 
ee against Mr. Keir Hardie has been poe po 
because it doubts the truth of Mr, Hardie’s statements a 


inst the Indi 
Government, but because he has dared to tell the unvarnished trath res = 


re 
the character of the rule that Enyland has established here. They are aisting 
with rage because their long and unscrupulously kept-up fiction of a just and 


benevolent Indian rule has been exposed in all its ugliness by one who happens 
to be an Englishman. The journal hopes that this fact will at least serve to 
bring home to the people the truth that England will not give them anything 
unless they “can force her to her knees.” That India will only have libert 
when she has the strength, physical and moral, to wrench it from the selfi 
p of the ruling country, is fully understood from the latest speech of the 
Indian Secretary and from the latest outburst of the British democracy. 


1256. The Lndinn Mirror, writing in connection with the Congress arrange- 


ead ments at Nagpore, says that the vagaries of the 
wakes} b. pO xtremists Fixtremists threaten to make it impossible to hold 


the Congress this year. The journal hopes that 

better sense will soon prevail among the Extremist leaders and that they will 

abandon an attitude which is as harmful to themselves as to the country 
itself, 

1257. Bande Mataram urges that the country must fully realize the 


eae seriousness of the struggle on which it has entered 

a the inevitable with the bureaucracy and be strong enough to 

, withstand and triumph over the most merciless 
acts of hostility 


from an immensely powerful opponent. To extinguish the 
boycott at any cost, is clearly the one policy of the Anglo-Indian autocrats, 


and the policy of breaking up the dawning sense of Indian nationality into a 
congeries of conflicting forces, shows the consummate cunning of the foe with 
whom the people have joined action on behalf of their country. Nowhere in 
the world has an absolutism been so helplessly dependent on the loyalty and 
co-operation of those over whom it is set; and the day that co-operation comes 
to a stop the English cease to be the rulers of this country. The problem of 


. the bureaucracy is therefore to push its policy of repression against the Indian 


nationalists as far as it can without alienating the moral sympathy of those 
on whose collaboration their tenure of power rests, The moral consciousness 
of the people ought therefore to be trained to that level of development at 


which it will refuse as a whole to tolerate for any space of time, the rule of 
the few over the many. 


1258. The Amrita Bazar Pairika states that the result of 175 years of 


= t th 
eats al es eet British rule in India is that no trust is to be pu 


in any class of the people—they are all looked 


upon as seditionists. This means that a race of alien rulers has to govern 


a whole nation of disloyalists in a distant and vast country. Such a feat 


was never before performed by any conquering people in the world! The 
Sedition Act will not stop sedition; it will only prevent the development 
of that cordial feeling so essential for the growth and happiness of both 


India and England. It bodes good to nobody, but will only aggravate the 
very evil. 


1259. Bande Mataram says it is impossible to take the’ bureaucracy 


Law and order. Or the ceverse ? seriously when it talks of law and order, in the 


interests of which it has been forced to inaugurate 


its recent policy of repression in India, ‘Those who know anything of 


political science, can hardly fail to agree with us, when we say that an alien 
bureaucrac 


itself constitutes the greatest danger to law and order in 4 
country. The public order is preserved because order is inherent in the 
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character of society. It is the greatest delusion to suppose that any govern- 
ment, however powerful, can maintain law and order if the people are to be 
bereft of this natural tendency to act in the imterest of one another. The 
habit of social duty and comity is to a certain extent instinctive and 


hereditary ; education may strengthen it, but to suppose that any government 
with mere ’ show of force can lave this habit in a man is to tinoad human 


nature.” 


Orrick OF THE Inspr.-GENL. 


F, N. WARDEN, 


Writers’ BuILpInes, Persl, Asst. to the Inspr.-Geni. Police, L, P. 
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